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If you speak with Catholics who lived during 
the reforms to the Mass following the  
Second Vatican Council, you’ll find some 
who loved the changes and others who 
loathed them.  
 

And if you ask about the difference be-
tween the old way and the current way, the 
most common responses are, “The priest 
had his back to us” (seems rude, right?) and 

“Everything was prayed in Latin”. There was much more that 
changed, but that’s what tends to stand out. Regarding the first 
response, consider this: The priest didn’t have his back to the 
people; instead, he faced in the same direction as the people.  
 

Often times, churches were built so that the altar faced the east: 
where the sun rises, a new day comes, transcendent light. Think 
of the prophet Ezekiel’s vision: “There was the glory of the God 
of Israel coming from the east! His voice was like the roar of 
many waters, and the earth shone with his glory” (Ez 43:1-4). 
 

The priest stood at the altar, representing Jesus the High Priest, 
offering his eternal sacrifice on Calvary for the good of us all in 
the pews. The priest and the gathered faithful (bridegroom and 
bride) faced in unison toward the transcendent east (ad orien-
tum), which to our imaginations represents the coming glory of 
God. This was the dynamic, even when the church’s altar didn’t 
actually face toward the east.  
 

A fair critique of that experience was that because so much of 
the priest’s prayers were silent, and perhaps likely, that people 
weren’t sufficiently taught about the Mass, the faithful so often 
knelt in the pews, thumbing their rosary beads, with no under-
standing and no conscious part in the liturgical action. To be 
clear, that disconnect was not merely the result of facing ad  
orientum. 
 

Among the changes that came with the reforms is that the altar 
became free-standing, away from the wall, and the priest’s  
posture changed, now facing toward the people in the pews. It 
changed the way the liturgical action informs our consciousness. 
It was good in that it fostered a sense of communion and that it 
fostered engagement of the faithful. It was good in that we  
emphasized God’s presence in our midst and in us. 
 

But what got lost in so many cases, in our imagination and our 
senses, was an action that sought to draw us out of ourselves, 
heavenward, toward God—who while yes, present and in our 
midst, is also mystery and beyond us. A critique of what the  
liturgy came to be is that the community turned into a self-
enclosed circle.  
 

There must be a balance, acknowledging that God loves us right 
where we are, as we worship, but that he calls us out of our-
selves to something higher.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Todd O. Strange 

 
 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2019 

MONDAY, September 16th
 8:30 AM Lauds (Morning Prayer) Worship Space 
 9:00 AM Word & Rosary Service Worship Space 

 10:00 AM Cenacle Prayer Group Worship Space 

 1:30 PM Bible Study, Book of . Matthew  St. Therese Rm 

 7:00 PM Boy Scouts St. Francis Rm 

 7:00 PM Bible Study, Book of Matthew  Fr. McGirl Hall 

 7:00 PM Young Adult Gathering Youth Rm 

  
TUESDAY, September 17th  
 8:30 AM Lauds (Morning Prayer)  Worship Space 
 9:00 AM Word & Communion Worship Space 

 7:00 PM Quilt Group Fr. McGirl Hall 

 7:00 PM Epistle of James Bible Study St Francis/Therese Rms 

 7:00 PM Spirit & Soul Choir Worship Space  
  
WEDNESDAY, September 18th
 8:30 AM Lauds (Morning Prayer) Worship Space 

 9:00 AM Adoration Worship Space 

 5:30 PM Rosary Worship Space 

 6:00 PM Word & Exposition Worship space 

 6:45 PM Endow Women’s Study St. Therese Rm 

 7:00 PM Adoration Worship Space 

 
THURSDAY, September 19th 
 8:30 AM Lauds (Morning Prayer) Worship Space 

 9:00 AM Word & Rosary Worship Space 

 9:45 AM Legion of Mary St. Therese Rm   

 12:30 PM Epistle of James Bible Study St. Therese Rm 

 6:00 PM  Cub Scouts Fr. McGirl Hall/St. Francis 

 6:30 PM RCIA St. Therese Rm 

 7:45 PM Choir Practice Worship Space 

 
FRIDAY, September 20th 
 6:00 AM Adoration Worship Space 

 8:30 AM Lauds (Morning Prayer) Worship Space 

 9:00 AM Word & Rosary Worship Space 

 10:00 AM Bucket Brigade Worship Space 

  
SATURDAY, September 21st 
 8:00 AM Men's Group St. Therese Rm 

 3:00 PM 40 Days for Life Rally Fr. McGirl Hall 

 4:00 PM Reconciliation Reconciliation Rm 

 4:15 PM Jubilate Choir Practice Worship Space 

 5:30 PM Sunday Vigil Mass Worship Space 

 (40 Days for Life Vigil Sign Up at All Masses) 

 6:30 PM Dinner & Movie “Unplanned” Fr. McGirl Hall 

 
SUNDAY, September 22nd, The 25th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
 (40 Days for Life Vigil Sign Up at All Masses) 
 8:15 AM Mass Worship Space 

 10:00 AM Mass Worship Space 

 12:00 PM Mass Worship Space 

 1:15 PM Confirmation Orientation Fr. McGirl Hall/St. 
 Francis & Worship Space 
 4:00 PM K-5 Faith Formation Various Classrooms 

 4:00 PM Middle School Faith Formation  St. Francis Rm 

 5:30 PM Mass Worship Space 

 6:30 PM High School Youth Kickoff Fr. McGirl Hall 
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HERE AT ST. JOSEPH 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 2020 
There will not be a formal Stewardship 
of Treasure pledge drive this year be-
cause of the Archdiocesan Called to 
Serve as Christ Campaign. As described 
in the letter sent this past week by Fr. 

Todd to all parish households, those who made a pledge 
to the Stewardship of Treasure renewal in 2019 will simply 
be rolled-over to 2020 unless we hear otherwise from 
you. If you didn’t make a Stewardship pledge last year and 
would like to do so this year, or if you want to increase, 
decrease, or cancel your 2020 rollover pledge, Steward-
ship cards are available in the pew for your use. Please fill 
one out and drop it in the collection basket or use the 
pledge form mailed to you. You can update your online 
pledge amount for 2020 at https://
www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1132.  
 
Facilities Help: Weekends 

Would you be interested in helping with 
setting up table & chairs and some light cus-
todial work? Times would be Sundays from 
11AM-1PM and/or 4PM-6PM. If interested, 

please contact the parish office at 425-392-5516. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

The Knights of Columbus are pleased to  
announce the results of our Food Drive at the 
Lake Sammamish Fred Meyer on Saturday, 

August 10. In six hours of collecting, we accepted 2,923 
pounds of food and $384.20 in cash donations, which 
were transported to the Issaquah Food and Clothing bank. 
We thank everyone involved for their participation. 
We also collected 14 units of whole blood during our 
Blood Drive on August 26. We are still researching why the 
collection was so low, so stay tuned for the final count, 
which I think will be a higher number. Again, thanks to all 
our regular donors and some new walk-in first time do-
nors. Your blood is the best type. Stay tuned and sign up 
for our next blood drive the day after Thanksgiving. 

 
Run with the Fishes Team: October 6 

Join the St. Joseph  
5k run/walk or the kids 1k run 

To register for the race please go online to: 
www.issaquahrun.com 
After you have registered…. pick up your St. Joseph team 
t-shirt for $10 this weekend after mass, or stop by the  
parish office M-F 8AM to 4PM. 
 

For more information and events here at St. Joseph  
Visit our website at: www.sjcissaquah.org  

PRAYER 
 

Jeff Ashby, Lillian Benedict , Deacon Jack 
Bleile , Lorraine Boyle , Kelly Bradeen, Rich-
ard Cardoni , Todd Carter, Mary Charles , 

Tim Cosgrove , Terry Dalton , John DeMello, John Dolan, 
Barbara Davis, Lauri Fallon, Maria Freitas, Helen Frie-
drichs , Evangeline Germani, Andrea Ghezzi, Janet Horton
Gerald Konoske, Frank Kneeshaw, Cheryl Lamb, Denise 
Martin, Ralph McBride , Pricilla Mitchell Jim Probola  
Lynn Riggs, Rosa Sarausad , Cathi Schafer , Margaret Sim-
mons, Jim Summers  Dennis Swanson, Margaret Tar-
leton , Harold & Lea Weier 
 

*In an effort to keep our prayer list up to date, prayers for 
deceased and general prayers remain for 6 months. If you 
would like to be re-added please call the parish office. 
 

Please continue to pray for those who have previously 
asked for our prayers. They are listed in our perpetual Book 
of Prayers  located in the sanctuary. 

 

 
WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS  

 

Monday, September 16, 9:00 AM No Mass 
Wednesday, September 18, 6:00 PM No Mass 

Thursday, September 19, 9:00 AM No Mass 
Friday, September 20, 9:00 AM No Mass 
Saturday September 21, 5:30 PM Bruce McNeill Weber  
Sunday, September 22, 8:15 AM Mikkael Pierre-Bach Papak  
10:00 AM Patrick and Aubrie Byrne Family  
12:00 PM  Michael Richard Castro Samonte  
5:30 PM The People of St. Joseph

Mass Intentions are on our parish website. To schedule  
please call (425) 392-5516 or email 
office@sjcissaquah.org.  
 
 
Holy father’s prayer intention for September 

The Protection of the Oceans 
That politicians, scientists and economists work 
together to protect the world's seas and oceans.  
 
 

 
 
READINGS, SEPTEMBER 22, 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 
 

Reading I: AM 8:4-7 
Responsorial Psalm: PS 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 
Reading II: 1 TM 2:1-8
Gospel: LK 16:1-13 
 

 

https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1132
https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1132
http://www.issaquahrun.com
http://www.sjcissaquah.org
mailto:office@sjcissaquah.org
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Amos/8:4
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/job/7:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/113:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/1timothy/2:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/13:22
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/luke/16:1
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKu9xqeJ1McCFVGZiAodDyAJKw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flifenotes.lifelettercafe.com%2F2015%2F07%2Ffaith-and-the-%25E1%25BC%25B0%25CF%2587%25CE%25B8%25E1%25BD%25BB%25CF%


4 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY

Carlie Betz | cbetz@sjcissaquah.org 
(425) 392-5516 x226 

www.sjcissaquah.org/youth-ministry 

Middle School Youth (Grades 6-8) 
We will offer two opportunities for middle school faith 
formation this fall: Sundays from 4:00-5:15 PM or 
Wednesday from 6:45-8:00 PM. We will be delving into 
topics like the Mass, stories from the Bible, and Theolo-
gy of the body, using programs that are engaging and 
which resonate with middle school youth.  Register to 
select which options works best for you! Forms can be 
found online: www.sjcissaquah.org/youth-ministry 
 

High School Youth  
For high school youth ministry we will meet in small 
groups again this year.  These groups offer a safe space 
to ask the tough questions that we all deal with: Why 
am I here? Does God actually exist? If God is good, why 
do we suffer? Those who participated last year found 
small groups provided a comfortable and intimate com-
munity where they could connect on a deeper level 
with their peers. Fill out a registration form (on our 
website), and we will contact you to find a group that 
works for you. www.sjcissaquah.org/youth-ministry 

 

2019-2020 CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
To learn more about our second year Confirmation  
classes and to register, youth (7th to 12th grade)  
may attend our last Confirmation orientation on Sep-
tember 15 from 1:15-3:00 PM in Fr. McGirl Hall.  We 
have created a registration list for Confirmation orien-
tation attendees. Please visit our website to sign up: 
https://www.sjcissaquah.org/confirmation 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Clow Volunteers Needed! 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) is looking for  
a few individuals to help out during the 10AM Sunday 
Mass. Clow is a way to deliver the readings and homily 
to children ages 4yrs to 4th grade. The time commit-
ment is about once a month. If you are interested, 
please contact Amy Field at afield@sjcissaquah.org or 
425-392-5516  X227. 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

 

Amy Field | afield@sjcissaquah.org 
(425) 392-5516 x227 

www.sjcissaquah.org/faith-formation 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for Sunday School! 

Sundays from 4 to 5 PM 

Grades K through 5 

 

FORMED.ORG HAS A NEW LOOK! No more codes.  
If you wish to register go to formed.org/signup 

Select your parish, register with your name & email

 

mailto:cbetz@sjcissaquah.org
http://www.sjcissaquah.org/youth-ministry
http://www.sjcissaquah.org/youth-ministry
https://www.sjcissaquah.org/confirmation
mailto:afield@sjcissaquah.org
mailto:afield@sjcissaquah.org
http://www.sjcissaquah.org/faith-formation
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AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE 

 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
In the United States, one in six people live in poverty. 
Through this collection, you are supporting programs that 
address the causes of poverty and provide a sustainable 
future for people across the country who struggle. In addi-
tion, 25% of the funds we collect will remain in our diocese 
to fund local antipoverty projects. Know that you are giv-
ing those on the margins a hand up, not a hand out. 
Envelopes are in the pews for the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development Collection.   
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  
 
A marriage may be made in Heaven, but the 
maintenance must be done on earth. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter gives you the tools to 
maintain your marriage. 

Don’t let your marriage become a divorce statistic – keep 
it enriched. 

Sign up today to attend the upcoming Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter Weekends at the Sheraton Hotel Bellevue 
on November 15 – 17, 2019.  Apply at www.wwme.org. 
For further information leave a message at 206-772-2344.  
Sign up today. Early registration is highly recommended.  
For more information visit our website. 

Rachel’s Corner  

Hope and Healing After Abortion  

“Be ashamed when you sin, don't be ashamed when you 
repent. To repent means to have a change of heart and 
mind. It is not simply a feeling of sorrow, but a psycho/
spiritual growth away from evil/death and a turning to 
God/life. Sin is the wound, repentance is the medicine. Sin 
is followed by shame; repentance is followed by boldness. 
Boldness means to beg God for undeserved mercy.”    
- St John Chrysostom 
Is your heart begging God for His mercy as it yearns for His 
forgiveness and reconciliation with Him? Repentance is 
the first step. Don’t let shame get in the way. Join us on a 
Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and climb into His merciful 
embrace.  
Now registering for Fall Retreats!   
October 25-27, Español 
November 8-10, English 
Call for a compassionate, confidential conversation. 
English: (206) 920-6413  
Español: (206)-450-7814    
Email projectrachel@ccsww.org.  
Visit us at www.ccsww.org/projectrachel 
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.  

 
 

OUTREACH 

 

 
 
 
The Mayor’s Month of Concern is run by church 
groups in Issaquah. Volunteers set up outside grocery 
stores in the community and hand out shopping lists as 
shoppers enter the store and collect donations as they 
leave! 

1. Is your church, service group, or municipality interest-
ed in helping this year by collecting donations at one of 
our designate stores?   

2. Are you able to drive and pick up donations and deliv-
er them to the IFCB's new warehouse space, which is one 
mile from the food bank? 

3. Are you able to volunteer at the warehouse by sorting 
and organizing the donations for immediate distribution 
or storage? 
All who have interest in volunteering for the above please 
contact Bill Lageman at wlageman8252@msn.com or  
Donna at office@sjcissaquah.org 
 

Catholic Community Services - we are in big need of 
meals and volunteers at our CCS dinners. There are  
several nights open per month that a group could commit 
to, or a group to just serve one time is fantastic.  
Please spread the word to anyone wanting to volunteer 
serving food during our weekly dinners and forward them 
to Griffin Cole griffinc@ccsww.org or phone 425-679-0342  
Below are the open dates for the near future 
• Wednesday, September 17 
• Thursday, September 19 
• Friday, September 20 
• Friday, September 27 

 
 

 
Join a group of fellow parishioners and do something  
special for God’s people.  We are members of St. Vincent 
de Paul who visit those in need to provide financial and 
emotional support.  It will cost you nothing but a few 
hours a month to be part of a team that visits our neigh-
bors in their homes. You will be rewarded in ways that 
you cannot imagine. Please consider joining us.  
Galatians 6:2  Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way 

you will fulfill the law of Christ. For more information 

email caroljhalas@gmail.com 

For Catholic Advocacy Information, please go to 
“Outreach and Social Concerns” under the Give & Serve 
tab on our website to keep current on Catholic Advocacy. 

http://www.wwme.org/
mailto:projectrachel@ccsww.org
http://www.ccsww.org/projectrachel
mailto:wlageman8252@msn.com
mailto:office@sjcissaquah.org
mailto:griffinc@ccsww.org---
mailto:caroljhalas@gmail.com
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More information about our parish, parish 

school,  and our Catholic faith can be found on 

our website: www.sjcissaquah.org 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Contributions as of 9/9/2019 

 

11th week of the 2019–20 Fiscal Year 
Households: 1,246 

 

 

donations from: this week: year-to-date: 
Sunday Envelopes $14,249 $117,939 
Electronic Donations $1,526 $103,454 
Total Donations $15,775 $221,393 
Parish Budgeted Goal*  $218,344 
Gain (Loss)  $3,049 
 

*The budgeted goal represents what was projected,  

not what has been spent. 

Every year at this time we are asked to prayerfully reflect upon our financial Stewardship to the Parish by returning a 
Stewardship of Treasure Commitment Card out of gratitude for ALL of the gifts we have received. 
 

This year we're doing it a little differently: because of the upcoming Archdiocesan Called to Serve as Christ campaign, 
we have made the decision to not have a formal pledge drive. Instead, with your permission, we are asking those that 
made pledges to simply roll-over their Stewardship pledge from last year to 2020.   
 

On the other hand, if you would like to increase, decrease or cancel your pledge or you did not make a pledge last year 
but want to this year, please fill out the pledge card available in the pew or go to https://www.myowngiving.com/
Default.aspx?cid=1132. It's really that easy.  
  

Please know, taking this step enables us as a parish to budget for the upcoming year.  Just as each of us re-commits to 
Jesus' call again and again throughout our lives, we likewise reconsider our response to his call in how we participate 
in his Church.  We invite you to make a difference, to take a step towards realizing the design God has for our parish, 
our world, and for you.   
 

Thank you so much for your faithful support of St. Joseph Church and our shared mission to do the work of Jesus and 
to make him known. 

Allergy Notice -  
Updated June 12, 2019 

INCENSE is used at these liturgies: 

• Christ the King 11/24/19—10 AM 
• Christmas Eve 12/24/19—Midnight 
• Christmas Day 12/25/19 –11 AM 
• Epiphany  1/5/20 - 10 am 
• Palm Sunday 4/5/20—10 am 
• Holy Thursday 4/9/20-7 pm after Communion 
• Easter Vigil 4/11/20—Mass at sundown 
• Easter Sunday 4/12/20—9:30 am 
• Ascension 5/24/20—10 am 
• Pentecost 5/31/20—10 am 
• Corpus Christi 6/11/20—10 am 

Wish to donate stock to St. Joseph Church?   
Inform your broker of the request to release your stock, 
then fill out the stock donation form at:  
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Assets/PFS/ 
9541_PFSStockDonationForm12-17.pdf 
The form also contains account information for initi-
ating a wire transfer of securities. Please contact parish 
financial services at (800) 422-5417 for information. 

Sunday Bulletin Notices 
All information for the Sunday Bulletin  

must be submitted to the church office by  
Noon on Monday! office@sjcissaquah.org 

Do You currently give electronically? 
Do you have your own log in & password? 
If you currently give electronically and do not have 

your own account set up, you can take control of your 
account by calling the parish office at  

(425) 392-5516 X224 or 
Email office@sjcissaquah.org 

http://www.sjcissaquah.org
https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1132
https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1132
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Assets/PFS/9541_PFSStockDonationForm12-17.pdf
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Assets/PFS/9541_PFSStockDonationForm12-17.pdf
mailto:office@sjcissaquah.org
mailto:office@sjcissaquah.org
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