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About 600 years before Jesus’ birth, Jeremiah was told to give a message to the Jewish people, and 
it was a hard message. Jeremiah didn’t ask for this responsibility, and didn’t particularly want it, but 
nonetheless, he accepted God’s will. And for it, he suffered greatly. At one point, he was put in a stockade, 
and another, hung upside down in a cistern. He received death threats. Having had enough he declared: “I 
will not mention (God), I will speak in his name no more”. 
 

But considering the response Jeremiah received for his message, it can be like that for us in our 
society, unless we’re willing to zip our lips on certain subjects. If Jesus were to walk around Seattle, and 
express his concerns to what he saw—our care for the poor, but also any moral shortcomings—I’m 
convinced, he would be run out of town in short order. 

I’ll give an example of how this plays out for us: I’ve mentioned before that there are people I love, 
who are actively part of my life, who have same-sex attraction. Like so many of you, I have particular 
sensitivities to this issue. All of us—young, old, single, married, white, black, male, female, attracted to the 
same sex or opposite sex, we all need intimacy, to give and receive love. But yet I still hold the view that 
while two people of the same sex can genuinely love each another, mutually and deeply, it’s a different 
type of love than the love God intended for marriage, a relationship that by definition, has the potential of 
generating life. 

 
There’s much more that can be said on that subject—especially if civil discussion allows for it—but 

it’s what my faith teaches, and it’s also what I personally believe. But for the culture around us, there’s no 
way I would be heard if I tried to say that. Regardless of the authentic love I convey, or how much logic I 
might provide, I won’t be heard. I would be silenced, labeled as intolerant, as one who doesn’t want gay 
people to be happy, which isn’t at all true. 

I suspect that there are people who support the Church’s view on marriage, but frankly to say so 
causes fear: fear of hurting someone, fear of the consequences, fear of being viewed as intolerant. I get it, 
because it’s easier to just conform to just go with the flow and smile.  
 

On this or any other issue, not to encourage us to become another hostile voice or to espouse 
hatred for any people or any group. After all, we ourselves are broken, struggling in our own ways to live in 
accord with God’s plan. We are to be people of love. But that doesn’t mean that everything society 
espouses to be good, is objectively good for society itself.  
 

There are two challenges for us in this. First, we need to hear the truth within. After Jeremiah was 
ready to run away from God’s difficult task, he realized he couldn’t. He said, “It becomes like fire burning in 
my heart, imprisoned in my bones; I grow weary holding it in.” God’s truth is within, burning to come out of 
us, but we must first go within ourselves to find it, to allow it to speak to us. Too much of what we receive 
as truth does not come from God’s voice within, but instead from either the voices out there, or from our 
tendency to be guided by emotions. Go within and listen. 

Secondly, we need to accept the fact that if we’re living authentically as Christians, we will be 
counter-cultural, but not to let that be our cause for fear. St. Paul told the Christians of first-century Rome, 
“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may 
discern what is the will of God….” And in today’s Gospel, Jesus makes it clear: to follow him, to live 
authentically in truth and love, will come with suffering, as it did for him: a cross.  
 

As said in a recent papal encyclical, Caritas in Veritate (Love in Truth): “Without God man neither 
knows which way to go, nor even understands who he is. In the face of the enormous problems 
surrounding the development of peoples, which almost make us yield to discouragement, we find solace in 
the sayings of our Lord Jesus Christ, who.….encourages us: ‘I am with you always, to the end of the age’ 
[Mt 28:20]” (78). Like Jeremiah, he calls us out of fear, to hear that voice that burns within. He calls us to 
not be afraid to love in truth, but always speak that truth in love. 


