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God called Ezekiel to be a watchman for the house of Israel. But we most commonly call Ezekiel a 
prophet, meaning that he was a mouthpiece for God, for God’s messages. This was Ezekiel’s vocation, 
meaning his calling. He was set apart for this purpose, God’s purpose. You’ve heard it said, that we’re all 
called to be set apart for God’s purpose. We call it holiness, and we’re all called to holiness.  

But in addition to our call to holiness, we all have a vocation, a calling. Our vocation is principally to 
love. That love means giving our lives away for the benefit of others, specifically to help move those 
entrusted to us, to heaven. Yes, every person in this room has that calling, and it can be manifested in a 
variety of ways. 

 
Among the ways that this calling to love can find structure is in Holy Matrimony. Talk to our pastoral 

assistant, Jill Foglesong, she would tell you that it’s not merely marriage that couples are called to, it’s Holy 
Matrimony. It’s not just a difference in words. And I would agree that too few of us understand the 
distinction, and this lack of understanding gives way to too many couples simply choosing to cohabitate, 
too many marriages that are not life-giving, and too many that sadly, end in divorce. Without this 
understanding of what Holy Matrimony is, it’s far less likely to give way to the home becoming the domestic 
church, a prep-school for heaven. If you want to learn the difference between marriage and Holy 
Matrimony, watch the series on formed.com called Beloved. 

 
But another structure that allows us to love and give ourselves away is a religious vocation. Guess 

how many religious vocations have come from this parish since it was established in 1963. As far as I know, 
just one, and that one priest serves somewhere on the east coast, not here. Only one, from the hundreds 
and hundreds of amazing young men and women who grew up in this parish. How can that be? 

I suspect that some of them missed their true calling. Why? We could cite all sorts of reasons. I 
think part of the problem is that precious few of them were asked to seriously consider this calling. My job 
is to ask our sons and daughters: Have you ever thought about being a priest, a sister? And as I mentioned 
about a month ago, I miss that chance too often. But also, it requires more than just a passing question, 
followed by a knee-jerk response. One’s individual calling, whatever it is, requires prayerful discernment, 
and a platform for discernment.  

About four years ago I created a group for young men to discern their call to holiness and their 
vocation. We meet monthly. And with our pastoral assistant, Carlie, this year we established a group for 
young women. There are no strings attached, just cultivating holiness and discerning your call. Ask us 
about it, please. I recently mentioned that I’ve been asked to serve the archdiocese as a Regional Vocations 
Coordinator. And we here at St. Joseph will host a young men’s Come & See event on Wed, Sept 27th. For 
young men who want to learn more about priesthood, please come.  

I’m so glad that some of our parish youth go to the summer conferences, where they see men and 
women religious—young and in their habits—joy-filled, vibrant and beautifully alive. They need that 
particular witness, and it’s helped give way to two of our young women now formally inquiring with 
religious communities. 

 
Again, we can blame any number of things for why this parish has produced only one religious 

vocation—society itself, with its persistent message that what matters most in life are material wealth, 
power and comfort. Maybe it’s a grudge will hold against the Church, sinful priests, uninspiring priests, or 
lack of communities of young religious women—but one of the things I think often fights against it, is fear 
held by parents. Yes, amazing parents who love their sons and daughters more than I can know. For many 
parents, not all, there’s something inside that doesn’t want to give their son or daughter over to something 
they can’t sufficiently understand, something they on one hand like, but on another, can’t sufficiently trust 
in. And whatever way our sons and daughter have fears, confusion, or are enticed by what society tells 
them is important, it’s all magnified by their parent’s fears. 

And maybe parents think, “My son and daughter is not holy enough”. Or maybe, “My son or 
daughter is too good for that”. In any way parents struggle to trust, I remind you: They were God’s first. 
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He entrusted them to you, to help them become holy, set apart for Him. Trust in however He calls them. 
My appeal for religious vocations is not merely to save the Church or for our parish to do its share, it’s for 
something much bigger—if we help them find God’s calling, it will be like screwing in a light bulb, and that 
moment in which it illuminates. They’ll come alive, and even more, they’ll be instruments in making the 
Kingdom of God unfold. 


