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On this Respect Life Sunday, I repeat to us the words that St. Paul said to the Christians of Philippi: 
“(Jesus), though he was in the form of God….emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human 
likeness….he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death…..Because of this, God greatly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend…..” Hold on to that thought. 
 

Most of you know I’m a convert to Catholicism. This past Monday I mentioned this to the folks in 
RCIA, and that it was in the process of becoming Catholic, in RCIA classes, that I was compelled to consider 
something: that because God chose to take on human flesh—and human nature—it says something about 
the inherent value of the human person.  
 Frankly, I needed to hear that, because I was like a lot of people—a little cynical and negative—who 
observe all the problems in the world around us, and saw human beings as the cause of it all—crime, wars, 
oppression, poverty, people killing other people, people using other people, destruction of the earth, etc. I 
found myself needing to rethink it: Jesus, in the form of God, emptied himself and became human to the 
point of accepting death as a human….  

While I didn’t suddenly pretend-away the realities of crime, wars, oppression, poverty, people killing 
other people, people using other people, or destruction of the earth—I knew I couldn’t simply dismiss the 
value of the human person. I had to struggle through this. And this truth about God choosing to become 
one of us, says something about all people: ones we admire, but also ones that are unlovable, or those that 
act upon evil. Again, it doesn’t ignore the ways that humans can abuse the beautiful gift of humanity, abuse 
manifested in terrifying and destructive ways—but it does tell us that there’s more to them than just that. 
 

I ask us to reconsider what we might believe about the human person. To recognize that each 
person is a sacrament of sorts: created matter that holds within something more, a part of God. And 
furthermore, we bear in mind that Jesus descended in this humanity, so that he could lift it up—not just to 
make us more like him in this lifetime, but ultimately to raise the human person into heaven. May that 
never be lost on us. 
 Because when we fail to see the human person that way, in a way, it perpetuates these forms of 
terror and destruction, including all the things we associate with Respect Life issues: genocide, death 
penalty, war, euthanasia, human trafficking, and killing of innocent children in the womb of their mother. 
For sure, some of this terror and destruction comes from an objective evil that fights against God’s will for 
what is good, but some of it also comes from the fact that we fail to see the mystery, the reflection of God 
within human life in all its forms. In that, we become passive contributors to the culture of death. 
 

And here, as we are, I bear in mind that this Mass, and every Mass, is absolutely a celebration of 
life. It is our momentary withdrawal from this world and whatever way death its grip on it. In this, we 
participate in the life of heaven, with the angels and saints in their perpetual song of adoration to the very 
source of life: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts”. And the Eucharist we receive in this Mass is this same 
Jesus, who as St. Paul described: was in the form of God….who emptied himself, who took on our human 
likeness and humbled himself to the point of death …..”. Yes, this same Jesus calls us forward with open 
hearts; that we might be ready to receive his precious gift of life. 
 The gift of life from this altar calls us out of the ways of death—not only whatever ways we are 
destructive toward the cause of life—passively or actively. But this gift also calls us out of any mindset that 
fails to see the human person as sacrament, someone within whom is a reflection of God. The more we 
give ourselves over to the gift of life from this altar, that we allow ourselves to be conformed to it, seeing 
all things in a new way—creation, all people and ourselves—the more we do, death will lose its hold—on 
our world and on our hearts. Please take this to prayer, to see a new way. And in this Respect Life Month, 
please pray for the cause of life. 
 


