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Throughout most of this liturgical year, we’ve heard from the Gospel of Matthew at Sunday Masses. 
You might know, or maybe you’ve heard me say, that Matthew and the community for whom this Gospel 
was written, were culturally Jewish. And so, emphasized in this Gospel are the connections with the Old 
Testament tradition (the Law), but also the conflicts with the Jewish authorities of Jesus’ time. 

 
The scene described in today’s Gospel is interesting in that people who would otherwise have 

nothing to do with each other, came together for a common cause, or more correctly, a common problem: 
Jesus. The Pharisees and the Herodians together formed a plan to entrap him.  
 Now I remind us of just who the Pharisees and the Herodians were. The Pharisees were devout 
Jewish laypeople, educated in Jewish Law and they strictly observed it. But the Herodians were different. 
They were principally supporters of Herod, the quasi-Jewish king, a puppet of Rome. Devout Jews, such as 
Pharisees, despised him. But to rid themselves of Jesus, these two groups were willing to work together.  
 

Matthew describes how they slyly confronted Jesus with false flattery: "Teacher, we know that you 
are a truthful man…you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth…you are not concerned with 
anyone's opinion… you do not regard a person's status. Tell us, then, what is your opinion….?” 
 They posed a question about census tax, with the assumption that Jesus’ response—regardless of 
how he answered—would incriminate him. Much like today, taxes were a hot topic, especially taxes paid to 
Rome. The Jews regarded themselves as a people, ruled by God alone, and so paying taxes to Caesar was 
regarded as an insult to God. 
 They knew that if Jesus said they should pay tax to Caesar, it would put him in hot-water with Law-
abiding Jews. On the other hand, if he said they should not pay the tax, the Roman authorities could punish 
him for inciting rebellion. 
 

Jesus saw through their intentions and asked: “Why are you testing me?”  He then asked for a coin 
and one was promptly presented. It bore an image of the Roman Emperor and the words, ”Tiberius Caesar, 
the good son of the divine Augustus”. For the Pharisees, calling Caesar ‘divine’ was offensive, and so was 
carrying money bearing this message. They did their best to not have to actually handle the coins. So we 
can reasonably surmise that it was one of the Herodians who produced the coin. Undoubtedly the coin 
having emerged, would have put these two groups working in cooperation, suddenly with an awkward 
tension between them.  
 Jesus held out the coin before them, and answered their trick question by saying, “repay to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God". They walked away without saying a word. Why? 
With the image of Caesar on the coin, Jesus had exposed the Herodians, for their cooperation with the 
Roman government.  
 But he exposed the Pharisees on the notion of image too. As pious Jews, they knew the scriptures 
thoroughly, including the words, “God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him” (Gen 
1:27). Jesus reminded them, that just as the coin bearing the image of Caesar is owed to Caesar, the 
human person—stamped with and bearing the image of God—is owed to God: “(Give to) God what belongs 
to God”.  
 
 All this gives us much to consider, layers of meaning, especially as tax-paying citizens; as people 
who use money that declares, “In God We Trust”. We have an obligation to both the republic and God, and 
the Scriptures affirm that. But I think Jesus would call us to consider proper perspective of these two 
realms to which we belong. While we are citizens of this earthly realm, the image we bear on our very 
selves reveals that we foremost belong to God and a heavenly Kingdom. 
 And while we do well to ask ourselves, “Am I giving to God what belongs to Him? Am I giving Him 
my very self?”, I ask us to consider the image you bear. In a culture that puts importance on product 
branding, logos and self-image, it’s good to remember what you were made to reflect. Along with the 
shimmering stars in the sky, the flowing fields of golden wheat, rolling waves that kiss the shoreline, a 
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divine artist shaped you into being—uniquely so. Whether tall or short, regardless of skin color or other 
physical attributes, when you live in His love—when you give to God what belongs to Him—you bear, for all 
the world to see, an image more magnificent than all those earthly features. You, beloved son/daughter, 
come to bear the resemblance of your Father. 


