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"Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" Jesus’ answers are seldom as simple as 
we might want. But the answer he gives to that question gives us something powerful to consider about 
the principle purpose of the Commandments: to facilitate love.  

Most of us tend not to associate the Ten Commandments with love, but instead as mere rules—“You 
may do this….you may not do that….” But in the context of Jesus’ response to the Pharisees, I ask us to 
consider what they say about relationship. I remind us that every relationship has rules and structure to 
make it thrive: spousal relationships, parent-child relationships, professional relationships, and best friends. 
 

God gave us this structure for relationship, through Moses. “In the third month after the Israelites’ 
departure from the land of Egypt, on the first day, they came to the wilderness of Sinai…pitched camp in 
front of the mountain…Moses went up to the mountain (and)….the LORD (declared), ‘This is what you 
will….tell the Israelites: You have seen how I (rescued you), how I bore you up on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to myself. Now, if you (hear) and keep my covenant, you will be my treasured possession 
among all peoples….You will be to me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation. (This, Moses, you) must tell the 
Israelites” (Ex 19:1-6). And our Jewish ancestors, gave their enthusiastic assent to God’s plan, and we are 
heirs of this covenantal relationship. 
 

And in whatever way we lose sight of the purpose of this gift from God: His loving initiative to us, to 
draw us close to Him, it seems that Pharisees lost sight too. Over the course of centuries, in attempt to 
safeguard the Ten Commandments, the ten laws expanded into 613. And the intense focus on mere 
observance of these laws eventually caused many to lose sight of their purpose—love. They couldn’t see 
the forest for the trees. 
 But regardless of how they lost sight of the original purpose, Jesus did not: “Do not think I have 
come to abolish the law….I have come to fulfill (it)” (Mt 5:17). And to the question asking which 
Commandment is greatest, Jesus revealed a lost truth about them. Considering that the first three concern 
love of God, and the other seven, love of neighbor, Jesus wanted us to see the overarching vision of all 
ten—inscribed on two tablets-–that these two tablets shed light on each other in two dimensions: vertically 
and horizontally. When I truly love God (vertical), it spills over into love for you. And conversely, when I 
truly love you (horizontal), it is therefore a loving response toward God.  
 Neither is authentically lived without the other. And Jesus, who proclaimed this, serves as the 
meeting point, where the vertical and the horizontal intersect, giving life to both. This same Jesus says to 
us: "I am the vine, you are the branches….without me you can do nothing" (Jn 15:5). The things that unite 
us to him—a life of prayer; sincere and regular participation of the sacraments; our ongoing study about 
him; and trying to live like him—they allow his love to come through us: love to the Father, and love toward 
our neighbor. We can neither love God, nor love our neighbor without uniting ourselves, conforming 
ourselves to him. So, the question we do well to ask: How do actively seek to unite myself to Jesus, so that 
I might love the Father and my neighbor? As he tells us, “Without me you can do nothing”. 
 
STEWARDSHIP 
Of all the things that we as a parish are called to do as a response of love to the Father and to our 
neighbor, almost none of it is possible with what you all provide: your volunteering, your witness, your 
ideas, and yes, your financial contributions. It’s almost as though, without you, we can do nothing. What 
you give is our only source of income, and as your pastor—and supported by the great leadership around 
me—we try very hard to be good stewards of what you provide, running on a very lean budget. 
 
Every year, we ask you to re-evaluate your contributions to the parish. And by the way, I need to do the 
same thing for my giving. Please know, the many demands you have your resources—your time, and 
certainly your finances—it’s not lost on me. 
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You’ve probably received a letter from me this past week asking you to prayerfully consider what and how 
you contribute to our living out our Mission. So, in any way that it makes it convenient for you, I’ll now give 
you some time to fill out a pledge card for the upcoming year. The cards can be found in your pew, then 
placed in the collection basket. If you’re not prepared to do so today, I ask you to please spend this time in 
prayer. 


