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Last week’s Parable of the Ten Virgins, reminded us that we cannot know how or when the end of 

times will come, but also, how we can foolishly presume that we’ll have more time before that end, to get 
our act together. Today’s we hear another end-times parable from Jesus—the Parable of the Talents—and 
the underlying message is to invest what God gives us. Jesus compares our time on earth to a long-term 
leasing arrangement.  
 

One commentary I referenced (In Conversation with God, Vol V, 33rd Sunday in OT) explained the 
components of this parable this plainly: we are the servants. The talents are the things God has entrusted 
us with: our intelligence; our skills, our capacity to love; our ability to make others happy; and yes, our 
temporal goods. 
 The journey that the master undertook is meant to represent the duration of our lives, and his 
unexpected return, our death. And when he returns, the settling of accounts is the judgment we will face, 
that will determine whether or not we are able to “come, share our master’s joy”.  
 

It’s a challenging, perhaps convicting message, especially given the rather severe conclusion. But 
the good thing is that we are here to hear it. There are many lessons to be unpacked in this parable, but I’ll 
ask us to consider this one: Jesus often reminds us—in the Gospels, that what has been entrusted to us—to 
use the language of today’s parable, the talents—what we own, what we tend to regard as ours, it’s 
actually God’s property. That includes all those things I cited earlier: our intelligence; our skills, our capacity 
to love; our ability to make others happy; and yes, our temporal goods. It was all entrusted to us by God 
for the purpose of building his Kingdom here on earth. 
 

And I remind us that the foolish servant in this parable, the problem is not so much what he did, but 
what he didn’t do. In the prayer we sometimes say together at the beginning of Mass, as a penitential act, 
the prayer we commonly call by its Latin name—the Confiteor—we say these words: “I confess….that I 
have greatly sinned, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do….” We can sin in the things we 
do: sins of commission, but we can also sin like the foolish servant, in the things we fail to do, what we call 
sins of omission.  
 There are several things that contribute to our sins of omission, and one of them is fear: fear to 
leave behind what must be left behind, but also fear to move deeper into God’s shaping of our lives. But 
another big reason is that we come to focus narrowly on this life, failing to see ourselves, our talents, and 
the things around us in connection to the life God has ultimately prepared for us: “our master’s joy”.  
 

What happens is that these talents and their true purposes get buried. So what is it for you that’s 
gotten buried? Have you become spiritually lazy, perhaps giving too much time to things that are narrowly 
of this world? Have you struggled with faith, and don’t try to really dig in and wrestle with it? Have you 
given up on trying to point the way to heaven for others, perhaps discouraged or uncertain of how? Have 
you come to see the things God has entrusted to you as merely ‘yours’, and have they become and end 
unto themselves, rather than means to something beyond? Have you come to see Sunday Mass as a stand-
alone event that has nothing to do with what you do out there, at your work, and in our community? 
 In whatever way these things—these talents—and their true purpose have been buried, “dig it up” 
(St. Josemaría Escrivá, The Navarre Bible: New Testament, p135). Again, we have the benefit of being on 
this side of death, and to hear this reminder. It’s not too late. As I remind you, in whatever way I can help 
you, I’ll do my best. But you, as I do, need to sort through this question, and have the desire to act on it. 
It’s not too late for you to dig it up, to invest what you are and what you have for God’s great and beautiful 
purpose. We’re reminded to get back to what God has asked of us. 


