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The event we hear described in the Gospel today occurred in the days that preceded the annual 
Passover, the greatest celebration of the year for Jews, sort of like Holy Week for us. It took place within 
Jerusalem’s Temple precincts. We should understand: this great Temple was a magnificent structure for its 
time. For as long as it existed, it was the center of the universe for the Jewish faithful—an outward sign of 
God’s presence with them.  
 

So the custom was that as the Jewish faithful came to Jerusalem from far and wide for this great 
religious feast to offer a sacrifice, and to pay the Temple tax. If they came from a long distance, it was too 
much trouble to bring their own animal, so as a convenience, one could be purchased, there in the Temple 
precincts. But even for those who brought their own animals, it was ordered that your animal had to be 
inspected to determine if it was acceptable for sacrifice. And if they didn’t pass inspection, one could be 
purchased. 

But to purchase an animal or pay the tax, if you came from the outlying areas, you had to exchange 
your foreign coins, because it would have been regarded as on offense to God to use coins that bore 
images emperors or pagan symbols. So moneychangers were on hand to change their coins for Jewish 
shekels. 

 
And more than offering a service, the merchants who sold the animals and the moneychangers, 

knew that the people had no choice but to do business with them, and they took advantage of it. It had 
become a money-making racket, but worse, they were using God’s house and the practice of their faith as 
a way of extorting their fellow Jews. 

And seeing all this, Jesus lost it. In his righteous anger, and hatred for how they were cheapening 
his Father, he overturned the tables, drove out the animals, and shouted: “….stop making my Father's 
house a marketplace." I can picture the scene: suddenly all conversations stopped, and all eyes were fixed 
on him, as people wondered what would happen next. 

 
 Then Jesus made a strange statement. He declared that the Temple would be destroyed and that he 
would raise it up in only three days. What the people in the Temple couldn’t understand in that moment, 
and we have the benefit of knowing, is that Jesus was declaring that he would become the new Temple. 
Through him—his sacrifice on the cross, and his Resurrection—a new covenant would be extended to all 
God’s people. For whatever way Temple worship had become corrupted by one thing or another, Jesus was 
calling for reform, and furthermore, declaring that he would be the means of reform. 
 
 In our living Christian tradition, we can understand this call to reform the Temple on several levels. 
First, the Universal Catholic Church. It’s always had problems, and sometimes big ones: bad popes, 
pedophile priests, lax laity—every level. We call the Church holy, because Jesus our head is holy. But we 
hold this treasure in earthen vessels. Our weak fallen nature, so often gets in the way of our being what 
Jesus called us to be, and what the Holy Spirit is leading us to do. The Universal Church always needs 
reform. 
 Second, reform of the parish church. Would Jesus enter this place—this house dedicated to his 
Father—seeing what we do, and call us to take this seriously, to cease any half-hearted worship, and any 
ways we make this place and what happens in it, about us, rather than His Father?  
 Third, reform of the domestic church, your home. If Jesus entered your home, would he see 
evidence, in how your family functions—your prayer, your interactions, what you watch on TV, or allow 
your children to watch—would he see evidence of a living faith in your home, and that he’s part of your 
family?  
 Finally—and here’s the root of it all, as we recall the words of St. Paul, “you are the temple of God” 
(1 Cor 3:16). What would Jesus see in the workings of your heart—the Holy of Holies of the temple that is 
you? Would he see that your heart is won over by so many other things, that there’s little room for him? 
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Would he see that your heart is full of things that are so contrary to his love and desire for you? What’s the 
state of your heart right now? Would it incite his righteous anger? 
  

While he loves us, I suspect he would call us to reform on all these levels. To destroy what needs to 
go away. As we approach our annual Paschal feast, I ask us all to prayerfully consider this call to reform on 
all its levels, knowing that the heart is where it begins. 


