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The first reading we hear today gives us a handful of verses from the final chapter of Second 
Chronicles. It provides a snapshot of the final days before the Jewish people were taken to Babylon as 
exiles, where over the span of 70 years the people’s penance would be to retrieve their “lost sabbaths”. The 
reading says that despite warning after warning, “the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people added 
infidelity to infidelity, practicing all the abominations of the nations and polluting the LORD's temple….” 
 In the year 586 BC, the last of the people, including King Zedekiah and his sons, would be plucked 
from their land by the soldiers of King Nebuchadnezzar II. And even more, they would never see their 
temple again. Not long after, in the evening of a date known to the Jewish people as Tisha B’Av, their 
beloved temple—the source of their collective identity as the people of God, the sign of God’s presence 
among them—was set afire. Over the span of 24 hours, fire gradually consumed and destroyed it. 
 

The destruction of their holy building leads me to talk to you about what sometimes feels like the 
destruction of our holy building. Only our problem isn’t fire, it’s water. Any homeowners know this problem: 
the persistent rain and other weather factors. They’ve gradually taken their toll on our roof.  
 As you may recall, this church’s construction was completed in 1965. Over our heads is the original 
roof. And as you also know, it’s not a standard style roof. More of an Asian architectural style with 
sweeping lines, it flares upward in the center-spine, and along both outer walls of the building. Those three 
raised lines, mean that there are two lower lines in between, serving as channels for water flow for our 
persistent rain. Through the 50-plus years of this roof’s life, it has needed to be patched and repaired. The 
problem is that the material that serves to patch the roof, much like when a pot-hole in the road is filled, 
creates a raised surface, and it interrupts the water flow, resulting in standing water on our roof. 
 

As you know, standing water will eventually soak through the roofing material, and into the 
materials beneath. If left long enough, it will soak into and destroy the structural elements of the building. 
Roofing specialists and architects, as well as our Properties Commission, have made it clear: we are beyond 
the point of making further repairs. They’ve also made it clear: if we don’t replace the roof, we risk severe 
damage to the structural elements, assuming there’s none already. Such damage would greatly increase 
the cost, so we’ve already begun seeking bids to replace it this summer. 
 We even brought up the subject of putting a standard gable-styled roof on the building, but were 
told that such changes, given the additional material that would be needed to accommodate it, would be 
more weight than the building was made to support. 
 

The cost of a new roof is substantial. Although we are still collecting bids, and talking through them 
with roof architects, we estimate it will cost roughly $250,000. We won’t know what damage is underneath 
the roof, and thus any additional costs, until the old roof is removed. While we have some parish reserves 
they are not nearly enough for this. After several discussions with the Finance Council and Pastoral Council, 
our plan is to take out a loan, though the thought of taking on more debt is not desirable. 
 As most of you know, we run on a pretty lean budget. I realize that’s likely true for a lot of you. But 
we try to be very conscious of controlling our costs, operating with a small staff, and trying to be 
responsible with what you contribute through your tithing. 
 

On behalf of the Finance Council and Pastoral Council, I as your pastor, am asking you—as you are 
able—to contribute towards the roof. Whether you contribute great or small, it will reduce the amount of 
the loan that we will request. Later in the year, for our short, yearly campaign for the Annual Catholic 
Appeal, we’ve decided that any rebate that comes from that campaign will be applied entirely to the 
balance of the loan for the new roof.  

I’m aware that you all have great financial demands already, and that’s why I seldom ask, as not to 
overburden you with requests for financial support. If you wish to contribute today, use the white 
envelopes in the pews. If you need time to pray about whether you can contribute, or how much, please 
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take the envelope home and return it later. And for those who prefer to give online, you may do so through 
the online giving service, or from the main page of our parish website.  
 
 Thinking of the Jews who were taken from their homes by an invading army—leaving their beloved 
city and temple to be destroyed—I realize I know nothing directly of that kind of suffering. I am deeply 
blessed as a man, and as your priest. Even with the stress and worry of how to pay for a new roof, and 
relying on the good and smart people around me to ensure we do it all right, I trust in the God who blesses 
me—the God who is with us in all we do beneath this worn-out roof. And in Him I rejoice. 


