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“Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.” 
 

Like so much of what we associate with Jesus, this Gospel is paradoxical, meaning that it includes 
parts that seem to contradict each other. I remind you that when Jesus was just a baby, only forty days 
old, Mary was told of this paradoxical reality in the haunting words of the old man, Simeon. She and Joseph 
had gone to the Temple to dedicate this first-born son, when suddenly, Simeon looked at the child, then 
looked at her, and spoke to her words that would have both perplexed and troubled her: “Behold, this child 
is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted, and you 
yourself a sword will pierce” (Luke 2:34-35). 

The fact is, an authentic encounter with Jesus turns normal logic upside-down: If you want to live, 
then you need to die to yourself. If you want everything, then give all you have and yourself away (Mt 
19:21). If you want to be great and held in esteem, then strive to be the lowest by serving others (Mk 
10:43). It is in weakness that we are made strong (2 Cor 12:10). 
 

As Christians, we forget that, time and time again, especially when things are hard. One reason is 
that Jesus’ message gets lost in the persistent message of society’s right-side-up logic—telling us that life 
and its pursuits have more to do with obtaining comfort, freedom to do it my way, and status; about 
seeking pleasure, self-care, and self-preservation; about arranging things in such a way that they serve my 
interests above all others. 

But Jesus’ upside-down logic also gets lost on us is in regards to the teachings of our faith. His way 
was contrary to the logic of the world of his time, and it’s contrary to the logic of ours. On one hand, it can 
seem as though we live in a culture where anything goes, all truths are equal and accepted. But on the 
other hand, that’s an illusion, because we live in a culture that is rather hostile to Jesus’ upside-down logic. 
That’s why we’re all so afraid to even say we’re Christian. 
 The problem—and it’s a big one—is that in addition to those previously mentioned values, we want 
so much to be accepted by the world around us. That might just be our greatest desire. That desire has led 
so many Catholics to write-off the teachings of our faith. Ask yourself: in any way that you’ve rejected any 
particular teaching of the faith, was it because you did the prayerful work of seeking resources to 
understand the basis of these teachings? Or instead did you reject it because it’s contrary to the logic of the 
culture? 
 

On one hand we say: I don’t want to die to myself, to give it all away, to be the lowest in the 
pecking order. And I definitely don’t want to be shunned by the people around me or left behind. And I’m 
sorry Jesus, but I’m afraid that you won’t really uphold your promise to truly satisfy me, to bring me 
happiness. If I leave it all to follow you and you don’t keep your promise to make me truly happy, then I’ll 
be left with nothing.  

 
But there’s another part of us that wants him. He’s a compelling figure. Even non-Christians find 

Jesus fascinating. Perhaps like the Greeks in today’s Gospel, we all want to see Jesus. But I wonder if Jesus 
would say to us: I want you to see me, but you never really have, and you won’t, as long as you are held 
back by fear of what I’m calling you to. You can’t have it both ways: one foot in and one foot out. In 
whatever way you are merely thriving in the ways of the world, believing yourself to be alive, you are not 
fully alive....”Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me….” 
 And for those of us who might be inclined to say we’re all in, we might not be. We might be merely 
taking the parts of Jesus that comfort or affirm us and ignoring the parts that don’t. Jesus is a sign of 
contradiction. He came to bring comfort to the afflicted, and to afflict the comfortable. In these last two 
weeks of Lent, as we prepare to walk with Jesus toward the paradox that is the cross—suffering and 
glory—let us trust that in dying to this world, we will prepare ourselves for his world—eternal life. 


