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This year we hear St. Matthew’s account of Jesus’ Triumphal Entry and Passion. Each one of the 
evangelists offers a slightly different perspective of Jesus, and among the things that are distinct to St. 
Matthew’s account is that he wants us to know that all that happens through Jesus and to Jesus, were 
fulfillment of what the Scriptures foretold would happen. St. Matthew wanted his first readers, the majority 
of whom were culturally and religiously Jewish, to see all that happened in Jesus and to Jesus in relation to 
their Jewish history. He wanted to make sure we realize: 
 that Jesus is the one who the prophet Zechariah foretold would come astride the back of a donkey (Zec 

9);  
 that Jesus is the one referred to in Psalm 118: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord”;  
 that Jesus is who the prophet Zechariah was speaking of when he spoke about “thirty pieces of silver”, 

the wages paid to the shepherd rejected by the people (Zec 11);  
 that Jesus is the Suffering Servant to whom Isaiah referred, when he said “…it was our pain that he 

bore, our sufferings he endured….he was pierced for our sins…..He bore the punishment that makes us 
whole….We had all gone astray like sheep….” (53:4-6);  

 that Jesus is the “trusting lamb led to slaughter” of whom the prophet Jeremiah spoke (11:19).  
 

As people who still look to Hebrew Scriptures as a source of coming to understand who Jesus is and 
who we are as Christians, there is value in seeing this foreshadowing, but there’s another point of emphasis 
that St. Matthew offers, and it bears great relevance to us. St. Matthew wanted to make sure we 
understand the degree of suffering Jesus endured.  
 At the Last Supper he adds the detail that Jesus was deeply distressed. 
 In the garden, before his arrest, we’re told that Jesus was filled with “sorrow and distress” pleading, 

“Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will.”  
 His accusers, seeking a cause against him, “spat in his face and struck him, while some slapped him…” 
 Hours later at Pilate’s residence, the praetorium, they scourged him, mocked him, stripped him and 

wrapped thorns around his head.  
 St. Matthew wants us to know that after all that, Jesus was made to carry a heavy wooden beam, until 

in weakness, he could no longer carry it alone.  
 And that the soldiers put nails through his wrists and feet and crucified him, a punishment so brutal, 

that Romans wouldn’t even do that to their own people. But for non-Romans, they allowed it.  
 Yet even when the suffering Jesus was broken and bloodied upon the cross, even there the abuse didn’t 

stop. After three hours of his body giving way to all the punishment it had endured, he cried in a loud 
voice, “My God, why have you forsaken me?”  

 
Let us never doubt that Jesus suffered greatly. So why was he willing to endure so much physical and 

emotional anguish? Some theologians say that it was a way of self-emptying. It’s as though with each 
difficult step, he left something behind. They say he emptied himself so that he might therefore allow 
himself to be filled with our sins and carry them to the cross. They say he emptied himself so that he might 
have nothing between himself and the Father at that most intimate moment, when His soul would leave his 
body.  
 

As we begin this Holy Week, we are reminded that this is more than just a recounting of past 
events. The palms we received, now blessed, are not mere decoration. They are to be reminders for us that 
we have a part in this drama—not so much to be merely re-enacted, but instead re-lived, in our lives today. 
So have you made extra room in your calendar this week to put yourself in this? Let it not be just another 
week. Jesus, the fulfillment of what was proclaimed in the ancient Scriptures, in his suffering he gave us 
everything. Let us walk with him this week. 


