
For the past several weeks, parishioner Dave Field and I have led classes on Theology of the Body, 
helping us to consider from a theological perspective, what we are as human beings, as sexual beings, 
how we share in God’s life. Last week’s class was on the subject of celibacy, which proved timely in my 
view, given the unresolved problem of sex abuses that’s before us.  
 
The question was posed, “Should Catholic priests be allowed to marry?” I generally find that people say 
yes to that question. For some, it’s out of empathy, not wanting a priest to be lonely. Some believe that 
sex is a necessary human response, like the need for air or food. Some strongly believe imposed celibacy 
has been a factor in the sex abuse cases. That last point is important to ask for sure and worth 
examination, but I honestly believe other factors have led to sex abuses (I’ll speak to those factors on 
another occasion). To this point, I remind us that Catholic priests are not the only examples of celibates 
(e.g. nuns, Buddhist monks), and furthermore, experience has shown that non-celibates can also be 
sexual abusers. 
 
One of the things that the Theology of the Body class spoke of is the fact that each of us are sexual 
beings, regardless of our state of life. Sex, it says is not so much an act, but our identity (I don’t 
narrowly mean gender). I remember really considering that in seminary formation, which sought to help 
us understand how to acknowledge that reality: that as celibates, we would not cease to be sexual 
beings, but also how to live it in a healthy way, through healthy living, healthy relationships, cultivating a 
strong spiritual life, etc. I wonder if the average Catholic has ever actually sought to understand what 
celibacy really means on a spiritual level. Not sure, but I find that those who have, appreciate it and see 
its value. 
 
In formation, I remember having to sort through the distinction, that celibacy is not merely imposed to 
allow enough time to keep up with the demands of the ministry. It’s deeper than that. As I often say, I 
believe that to be married while also serving as a priest would be serving two masters. Objectively 
speaking, most of all of us would reasonably expect that the demands that come with spouse and 
children inevitably take priority over the demands of the ministry. 
 
Given the painful mess we’re in right now, I worry that it sounds creepy, but my call is to love you first. 
While I would still love you, you would not hold the same place in my life and in my heart if I also had a 
family to care for. 


