
You’ll recall that Archbishop invited all the faithful to an October 4th prayer service for healing and as an 
act of repentance. Those that I talked to who attended said that it was helpful. I wanted to let you know 
that a similar service was held by Archbishop Sartain for priests. Before the service, he invited us to 
express our feelings and to provide thoughts about what we priests believe needs to be considered if we 
are to make true reform. One consistent response that was offered was that we don’t believe the 
bishops can make this reform on their own. They must invite others—priests, deacons, lay men and 
women—to help make hard decisions.  
 
To Archbishop Sartain’s credit, he seemed to be in agreement, and had no resistance to the suggestions. 
There will be more to come. Please continue to pray for healing for those who need it. Pray for justice. 
Pray for openness and transparency. Pray that as the Church has needed reform in every age, it will 
make steps to reform in this age. 
 
One word that I’ve heard thrown around in this is ‘clericalism’. It prompted someone to ask me what 
that word means. I suppose it might mean different things for different people. In a Wikipedia article, it 
says that “‘clericalism’ is often used to denote ecclesiolatry, that is, excessive devotion to the institutional 
aspects of an organized religion, usually over and against the religion's own beliefs or faith.” That’s a 
good description, though I would say that it is also a cleric’s misuse of authority or position, or holding 
himself ‘above’ other members of the Church. There’s no question in my mind that clericalism has been 
at work in the sex abuse cases. 
 
As stated earlier, some people have other ideas of what they regard as clericalism. For example, some 
prefer when priests or religious men and women wear ‘regular’ clothing instead of clerical shirts (or a 
cassock), believing such clothing a form of clericalism, that plain clothes eliminate any separation from 
the lay faithful. I don’t want separation either, but I do believe priestly identity is important. In fact, I 
wear a clerical shirt most anywhere I go. Why? Because just as the world needs your witness to the 
faith, I believe it also needs mine as a priest. There’s an important distinction between clericalism (not a 
good thing) and clerical identity (a good thing). Perhaps like a wedding ring, clerical garb is partially for 
my benefit, but also for others: it reminds me and declares to others, who I love and who I have given 
my life to. In the same way, the world benefits from seeing men and women religious in their habits—it’s 
a gentle, but powerful witness. 


