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CONDENSED INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

THE READER AT MASS 

 

 

BEFORE MASS 

1.  Home Preparation 1. Know which days you are scheduled to read and put them 

on your calendar. Get a sub if you can’t make it. The 

current schedule can always be accessed through the 

scheduling website:  

 https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-

terminal/login/SJCIssaquah?user=SJCIssaquah 

or on your mobile device using the Ministry Scheduler Pro 

app (the author is Rotunda Software) 

2. Review both readings early in the week, in the off chance 

that the other reader does not show up and you need to 

read both readings. 

3. Readings can be found online here: 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/ and are linked from the 

scheduling website. 

4. Before Mass Commentary (BMC) and Prayers of the 

Faithful (POF) will be posted on the SJC website 

http://www.sjcissaquah.org/minister-guidelines/  

5. Reader 1 reads the BMC and Reader 2 reads the POF. 

2.  Arrival Time Arrive no less than 15 minutes before Mass begins. 

Anytime under 10 minutes and the sacristan will start 

making replacements for no-shows or late arrivers. 

3.  Set-up 1.  Check in at the ministry table and put on a medallion. 

2. Go to the ambo and make sure the Lectionary is on the 

right page and review the Before Mass Commentary and 

Prayers of the Faithful. Set the microphone. Leave the 

binder open to the BMC. 

3. Reader 2 retrieve the Book of the Gospels from the 

sacristy or sacristan. 

4. Gather near the stained glass window for prayer with 

other ministers. 

4.  Before Mass 

Commentary 

Reader 1 reads the BMC, opens the Lectionary to the 

proper page, and takes a seat in the congregation.  

 

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-terminal/login/SJCIssaquah?user=SJCIssaquah
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-terminal/login/SJCIssaquah?user=SJCIssaquah
http://www.usccb.org/bible/
http://www.sjcissaquah.org/minister-guidelines/
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12PM Mass only: After the church bell rings the 

congregation will recite the Angelus prayer. 

If a Deacon is present he may read the BMC. If he does 

then Reader 1 will process in. 

DURING MASS 

5.  Procession 1.  If the Deacon is present, he will carry the Book of the 

Gospels and Reader 2 processes in before him. If not, 

Reader 2 will carry the Book of the Gospels and process in 

before the priest. 

2. When carrying the Book of the Gospels  

a. Continue to the left and go around to the back of the 

altar. Pause at the foot of the altar and drop your head 

for a moment. Stand the Book in the center of the altar, 

slightly open, and take your seat in the congregation. 

3. When not carrying the Book, bow from the waist at the 

front (baptismal side) of the altar and take your seat in the 

congregation. 

6.  Liturgy of the Word 1.  If there is Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Reader 1 waits 

until the children are almost out the door before starting 

to the ambo. Otherwise proceed to the ambo after the 

Priest concludes the Opening Prayer. 

2. Read the first reading slowly, keeping eye contact with the 

congregation as much as possible. 

3. After the cantor finishes with the responsorial psalm and 

starts to leave the ambo, Reader 2 stands and proceeds to 

bow to the altar and moves to the ambo. 

4. Read the second reading slowly, keeping eye contact with 

the congregation as much as possible. 

5. After the second reading is completed, return the 

Lectionary to the ambo shelf and return to your seat. 

7.  Prayers of the Faithful 1. Go to the ambo near the end of the Creed, bowing as 

before. 

2. Read the Prayers of the Faithful as written. 

3. Return to your seat pausing to bow as before. 

4. If the Deacon is present, he will read the POF. 

AFTER MASS 

8.   1.  Return your medallion to the ministry area. 
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2. It would be a very nice gesture to set the books for the 

next Mass. 

 
 


