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INTRODUCTION 

This manual is designed to give you direction for our parish masses and to be a guide to help you as you 
assist Father at the altar of God. 

Our Parish is deeply grateful for your acceptance and commitment to be Altar Servers. Your service and 

dedication are important parts of our Parish life. 

The place of the altar Server in liturgical celebrations remains one of prominence and distinction. As you 

are destined in a special way for the service of the altar, you should learn all matters concerning liturgical 

worship and strive to grasp their inner spiritual meaning. 

The altar Server retains a genuine and vital role in the liturgical congregation. Your role, through your 

actions and conduct, is to bring the congregation to a fuller understanding of the liturgy and a greater love 

for God. You have a place of honor at Mass, because you assist Father in many ways. Your behavior and 

accomplishment are signs of your faith and your love for God and God’s people. 

Altar Servers are chosen from the faithful who display a desire to participate in a more intimate way during 

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. It is an extreme privilege to kneel so close to the altar as our loving Savior, 

Jesus Christ, becomes truly present, body, blood, soul and divinity. In the presence of Our King it is both 

wise and necessary for you to perform all assigned duties with attention, dignity and reverence. 

Also keep in mind to attend to every action of the Divine Liturgy as a team, all serving the Sacred Mass in 

the same manner and style as your companion Altar Servers. 

As you participate as instructed, you will enter into a fuller participation in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

while assisting Father. Therefore, it is imperative that all Servers do their assigned tasks in the prescribed 

form and manner. 

Carrying on the wonderful work Brian Freese created, I too echo 

his words of gratitude and thank you for serving in this very 

important ministry.  I prayerfully ask that as you serve at St. Joseph 

Catholic Church at the Altar of our Lord, that you pray for 

discernment for your life’s vocation and for those of your fellow 

servers. 

God Bless you, 

Brett Magnan 

 

  
Brian Freese at St. Michaels, 1976 
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NOTE OF THANKS 

 
 

I want to tell you of our deep appreciation for the devotion and attention you have given to serving at Mass 

in our parish of St. Joseph. This is a service which you have rendered to Almighty God in the sacredness of 

the sanctuary. 

I extend these words of thanks, not alone, but for Fathers you have served, your family and friends, and for 

the many who have attended the Masses at which you have served. 

I am sure that the messages in this manual will be inspirational and of encouragement to you at prayer, at 

school, at work, and at play. 

I am hopeful that the contents will be of daily usefulness to you in the months ahead. Equally as important, 

in the years to come, I pray that this manual will afford you, many pleasant memories of your days as an 

altar Server. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Father Todd Strange 

Pastor 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
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ALTAR SERVER’S PRAYER BEFORE MASS 

 

Open my mouth, O Lord, to bless your Holy 
Name. 
Cleanse my heart from all evil and distracting 
thoughts. 
Enlighten my understanding and inflame my 
will that I may serve worthily at your Holy 
altar. 

O Mary, Mother of Christ, obtain for me the 
most important grace of knowing my vocation 
in life. 

Grant me a true spirit of faith and humble 
obedience so that I may ever behold Father as a 
representative of God and willingly follow him 
in the way, the truth, and the life of Christ. 

Amen. 
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS  

WHO MAY SERVE? 

At St. Joseph, all registered parishioners who have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation and 

First Communion and who are at least ten years of age or in the fourth grade and higher are eligible to 

apply to the Server ministry.   

All candidates must attend required training sessions, and demonstrate both the commitment and ability 

to perform this role with reverence and skill. 

Existing Servers are encouraged to enhance their level of participation by becoming Acolytes when they 

reach the eighth grade.   

PROPER ATTIRE 

Altar Servers show respect for the Mass they attend by wearing proper attire.  Altar Servers are to 

follow by these guidelines when serving: 

CLOTHING 

It is highly recommended that Servers wear dress pants/slacks for the gentlemen and appropriate-length 

dresses, skirts, dress pants or dresses for the ladies 

•  No T-Shirts with colors or patterns that show through the alb 

•  No Shorts 

•  No Jeans 

YOU SHOULD LOOK DRESSED UP -“YOUR SUNDAY BEST.” 

FOOTWEAR 

It is highly recommended that black dress shoes (heels are to be no higher than 1 inch) be worn. 

•  No Sneakers 

•  No Sandals or flip flops 

•  No Athletic Socks 

ALL FOOT WEAR SHOULD LOOK NEAT AND PRESENTABLE.   
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HAIR / MAKEUP 

Hair should have a neat and clean look - out of the way of the eyes 

•  Hair color and makeup, if any, must be minimal and present a natural and wholesome appearance 

•  Girls with long hair are encouraged to wear their hair pulled back in a bun or pony tail.  Please note 

that pony tail holders are available in the Altar Server vesting room on the right wall. 

CONDUCT/DEMEANOR 

On and off of the altar, the altar Server represents the Church to some degree and therefore their conduct 

and demeanor should be respectful.  Servers must realize that their behavior and conduct set an example 

to others both inside and outside of the church. 

The first rule of serving at the altar is a Server must want to serve.  Their decision to serve, with parental 

support, is always the main motivating factor.  A reluctant or disinterested server is a distraction during 

the Mass.   

Servers play an important role in Mass.  Therefore, you should think seriously when committing to your 

preferred Mass and schedule exceptions.  Father and the entire assembly are counting on you. Once you 

commit to serving at a Mass, you should prioritize this commitment.   

Altar Servers are responsible for arranging their replacements when needed.   

Please feel free to contact sjcaltarservers@live.com if you have any questions. 

LEVELS OF ALTAR SERVER 

ALTAR SERVER 

All trained Altar Servers start at this level.  As you build your demonstrated skills and knowledge in serving 

and leadership, you will be considered for a senior position. 

SENIOR ALTAR SERVER 

After demonstrating excellent knowledge of all the rubrics of the Mass as well as the ability to help others 

succeed in serving, you will be asked if you would like to train and test for the senior Level.   

Typically, seniors are the ones who serve in the S1 roles and lead the team throughout the Mass, ensuring 

that everyone succeeds.  They know the importance of letting others perform important jobs as part of 

their servant leadership approach. 

Seniors are distinguished by their liturgically colored cinctures versus the white cinctures of the Altar 

Server.  

mailto:sjcaltarservers@live.com
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ACOLYTE 

All Servers in at least 8th grade or who are 14 years of age or older can be considered for the position of 

Acolyte.  This is the highest level of Server and a very special role in the Mass, as they assist with the full 

setting of the altar and purification, a very special honor and responsibility. 

Acolytes go through a special training course and have to keep their training up on a quarterly basis to stay 

active. 

Acolytes are distinguished by their special vestments of the black cassock and white surplice.  
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THE MASS 

For Catholics, nothing is more important than the Mass. It is the heart and soul of our worship of God. It is 

the celebration that gives us the strength we need to live a Christian life. Because of its importance, the 

Church has designated Sunday as a Holy Day of Obligation – and places a serious obligation on all its members 

to take part in the Mass each Sunday (as well as other Holy Days such as Christmas and Immaculate 

Conception).  A Server’s willing, skilled and reverent participation in the liturgy is an important part of 

this celebration.  

First and foremost, the Mass is a sacrifice. Jesus offered His Father a sacrifice: Himself.  He sacrificed 

Himself so that we might live in a loving relationship with God our Father, since original sin had destroyed 

our ability to fully live as His sons and daughters.   

The Mass is a sacred meal called the Eucharist (from Greek meaning “thanksgiving”). In the Mass, we give 

thanks for all that God has done for us, and we all eat the same food – “the bread of life and the cup of 

eternal salvation.” 

The Mass is a memorial of the Last Supper when Jesus instituted the Eucharist and told His followers “Do 

this in the memory of me.” 

The way in which the Mass is celebrated has developed over two thousand years. Despite its development, 

two elements have always been the same: the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

The following is the basic outline including the Order of Mass, the Sanctuary, the books used at Mass, and 

the ministers at Mass.  You should learn all of these well so that you have a basic understanding of the 

Mass as the instructions for altar serving unfold. 
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PREPARATIONS FOR MASS 

BEFORE COMING TO CHURCH 

• Make sure you get a good night’s sleep. 

• Make sure your shoes are clean. 

• Make sure your hands and fingernails are clean. 

WHEN YOU COME TO CHURCH 

• Be vested and ready to serve at least fifteen minutes before Mass begins so you can help light 

candles and prepare for the Mass if needed.   If the weather is bad, you will probably have to leave 

home a bit earlier than usual. 

• Before putting on your altar server vestments, please sign-in over by the liturgical ministry table so 

that the Server team knows you are there. 

• Put on clean, unwrinkled vestments.  Treat these vestments with care, and check that the alb is 

not too short or too long. They should touch the tops of your shoes.  

• If you are designated as Server 1 (S1), then you have special responsibilities before Mass starts: 

o Check to see if the bells are at the base of the sanctuary, and the Roman Missal and 

Ceremonial Binder are in their place. 

o Check to make sure the candles around the altar and Ambo are lit, including the paschal 

candle if we are in the Easter season or if there is a baptism.  If the paschal candle is going to 

be lit, it must be lit first before the other candles before Mass and extinguished last after 

Mass.  If unsure, ask the Sacristan.  If they are not lit, light them at least five minutes before 

Mass begins.  Lighting the candles tells the people that Mass is about to begin.  When lighting 

the candles, be careful for the safety of the church and all who are in it, including yourself.  

Keep the flame away from your vestments. 

o After all of the above items are checked and completed, all the Altar Servers will meet in the 

area near the stained glass window in the vestibule of the church.  When Father is ready, he 

will invite all the ministers to join in a circle to pray before starting Mass. 
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DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS FOR SERVING AT MASS 

The following instructions are for Sunday masses for three Altar Servers: Server 1 (S1), Server 2 (S2), and 

Server 3 (S3).  

S1  (LEAD SERVER – ACOLYTE IF ONE IS SERVING) 

Light Church Candles (S1 can assign this task to another Server on the team) 

Cross Bearer in the procession 

Sets primary vessels and Roman Missal at the altar for Liturgy of the Eucharist if a Deacon is not serving at 

the Mass.  If a Deacon is serving, then S1 does not set the Altar. 

Cruet for co-mingling 

Cruet, huck towel and bowl for lavabo 

Rings Bells during the epiclesis and elevation of the Blessed Sacrament 

Extinguish Church candles (S1 can assign this task to another Server on the team) 

If S1 is an Acolyte, they will also handle the full setting of the altar for Liturgy of the Eucharist as well as 

assisting with the purification after the distribution of Communion to the Faithful.  These rubrics are 

spelled out in detail in the acolyte training guide.  Please note that if a Deacon is serving with an acolyte, 

then the Deacon will set primary vessels while the acolyte sets the secondary ones. 

S2 

Candle Bearer during procession 

Book Bearer, including during special portions of the liturgies, such as Baptisms.  

Times when the Ceremonial Binder or Roman Missal are presented to the celebrant include: 

• Opening Prayer 

• Prayer of the Faithful 

• Bringing Roman Missal to the altar during at the beginning of the Liturgy of the Eucharist 

• Closing Prayer 

Candle Bearer during Gospel reading 

Receive offertory gifts 

Remove the Roman Missal from the altar prior to the end of Communion 
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S3 

Candle Bearer during procession 

Candle Bearer during Gospel reading 

Receive offertory gifts 

Candle Bearer during the repose of the Blessed Sacrament to the tabernacle at the end of Communion 

Assist S1 and S2 as needed 
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The Mass 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Entrance Procession 

ALL 

Once the celebrant (typically Father) is ready to begin Mass, S1 will line up ahead of the procession.  The 

other two servers, S2 and S3, will be behind them, followed by the EMs, Readers, Sacristan and then the 

Priest and Deacon, if one is present.  When the people begin singing the entrance hymn, the S1 will carry 

the Processional Crucifix and lead the procession into the sanctuary.   

S1 

After walking down the main aisle and reaching the sanctuary, S1 will walk towards the right (the 

Presider’s Chair) and then back down the side of the church and place the Processional Crucifix into its 

holder in Mary’s Shrine and then immediately return to the Server’s seating. 

S2/S3 

Upon reaching the base of the Sanctuary, turn right and place your candles on the Presider’s Credence 

table and take your place at the Server’s seats. 
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Greeting 

Rite of Blessing & Sprinkling of Holy Water or Penitential Rite  

Kyrie 

Gloria 

Right before the end of the Gloria (“…for you alone are the Holy One, you 

alone…”) Server # 2 retrieves the Roman Missal or, if the Roman Missal is too 

heavy, the liturgical binder (set to the “Collect” tab), and prepares to present to 

Father.  
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Opening Prayer 

S2 

Be ready for Father to say, “Let us pray”.  When Father says, “Let 

us pray”, S2 will proceed directly in front of Father, open the 

Missal and hold it high along the bottom. 

• Hold the book open so Father can read the prayer,  

• Keep the pages flat, and fingers out of the text. 

• Stand still (not swaying) while Father is reading. 

When Father is finished with the Opening Prayers and the congregation responds, “Amen”, close the book, 

and return it to the table next to the Server’s seat.  Take your seat and listen attentively to the Word of 

God. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

ALL 

All servers will sit down in their respective positions for the readings remembering to be attentive and 

respectful – they should keep their eyes on the reader. 

First Reading 

Responsorial Psalm 

Second Reading 
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Alleluia or Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel  

S2/S3 

Retrieve the processional candles from the presider’s credence table, and lead Father or Deacon to the 

altar and then ambo for the Gospel reading.  See details below for specific rubrics.   

Remain standing on either side of the ambo, facing Father or Deacon while the Gospel is read; after the 

Gospel is proclaimed (the Congregation says, “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ”), S2 & S3 return their 

candles to the credence table and take their seats for the homily. 
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Homily 

After the homily Father will return to his chair for a few moments of prayerful reflection. 

Profession of Faith (Nicene Creed)  

ALL 

During the creed, all servers will recite the Creed, and will remember to bow as instructed for the lines: 

“by the power of the Holy Spirit, He was born of the Virgin Mary and became man.” 

S2 

Prepare to take the Liturgical Binder and present to Father. The ribbon in the binder should be set to the 

tab, “Prayers of the Faithful.” 

General Intercessions/Prayer of the Faithful 

S2 

Presents the liturgical binder to Father. 

Father will read an opening invocation and then the lector or Deacon will read the various prayers, each 

ending with the congregation asking God to hear our prayers.  Once the prayers have all been said, Father 

will conclude with a prayer.  Upon the Congregation’s “Amen”, close the binder, return it to the table by 

the Server’s seating and take your seat.  
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Presentation of the Gifts/Preparation of the altar 

S1 & S2 

Please note: If a Deacon is serving at Mass, S1 does not set the Altar.  The Deacon, assisted by a Eucharistic 

Minister, will set the Altar.  S2 will always bring up the Roman Missal regardless. 

If no Deacon is serving, then S1 and S2 will prepare the altar in the following order: 

S1 will bring the chalice, purificator, paten and corporal and S2 will bring the Missal and arrange it on the 

altar like this: 

Once arranged, return to your seats. 

If an acolyte is serving as S1, they will also bring up the full altar setting including communion bowls and 

cups.  They will prepare all components of the altar for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

If no acolyte is present, then an EM will bring the communion bowls and cups and prepare the rest of the 

altar. 

S2 should follow S1 or the Deacon up the altar steps carrying the Roman Missal reverently and wait for S1 

to take it from them to set the altar as described above.  Once the Roman Missal has been placed upon the 

altar, S2 will bow to the altar, go down the steps and return to their seat to await their part in the 

receiving of the offertory gifts. 
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S2 & S3 

Receiving the Offering/Gifts 

1. When Father stands to receive the gifts, both S2 & S3 will lead him to the steps of the Sanctuary.  

S2 will be on the left side of Father, and S3 will be on the right. 

2. Father will hand the flagon of wine to one Server and the bowl of hosts to the other.  The family 

bringing the offertory will then bow to Father and Father will return the bow – you should also 

bow along with Father. 

3. Father will then turn and you should lead him up to the altar.   The Server who has the hosts 

should stand where the “H” is below and the wine bearer should stand where the “W” is below: 

 

 

4. Once they are emptied, take them back into your hands, bow to Father or the Deacon.  

Immediately go down the altar steps, place the empty vessel on the credence table and return to 

your seat. 

 

**Please note that with the new design of the altar platform, Servers should take the shortest 

route on or off the altar platform and no long have to only go up the steps on the fount side. 
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S1 

Co-mingling and Lavabo   

1. S1 will be watching the preparation above very carefully.  Once they see that the host and wine 

have been distributed, they retrieve the cruet of water from the Presider’s credence table and 

proceed up the steps that are behind Father and move towards his right, ready to hand Father the 

cruet for the co-mingling (the pouring of a small portion of water into the wine prior to the 

consecration, signifying Christ’s inseparable divinity and humanity).  Please hold the cruet by 

placing it on your left palm with the handle pointing out and supported by your right hand so 

Father can easily grasp it.  He will pour a small amount of water into the chalice and then hand 

you back the cruet.  If a Deacon his serving, he will take the cruet from you and perform the co-

mingling. 

2. Once you have the cruet back, head back down the stairs and keeping the cruet, retrieve the 

washing bowl and huck towel.  You should drape the huck towel over your left forearm and hold 

the bowl in your left hand.  The cruet should be held in your right hand and now grasped using the 

handle. 

3. Return up the stairs that are immediately behind Father, leaving enough room for him to turn 

towards you comfortably.  He will turn and extend his hands over the bowl.  You will pour water 

over his hands and then he will reach over, grab the huck towel, dry his hands and then re-drape it 

over your left forearm.  Pause, bow and then proceed down the steps and place all of your items 

back on the Presider’s credence table and then return to your seat, but stay standing as the 

congregation will soon be standing when Father says, “Pray friends that our sacrifice….” 

Prayer over the Gifts 

ALL 

No one is to sit down at this time. All servers should remain standing. 

During the singing the Sanctus (“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might…”), S1 will make their way 

to the base of the altar by the Sanctus Bells (maintaining prayer posture) and wait for the end of the 

Sanctus to kneel. 

S2 & S3 will be in prayer posture, but prepared to kneel at the end of the Sanctus where they are standing. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

S2 & S3 

Will kneel at their seats for the Eucharistic Prayer. 

S1 

Kneels and maintains prayer posture, but ready to ring the Sanctus Bells 

when appropriate.   

1. One three second ring at the epiclesis (when Father holds both 

hands over the chalice and paten, invoking the Holy Spirit) 

2. Three one second rings, with a one second pause in-between, at 

the full elevation of the Eucharist. 

3. Three one second rings, with a one second pause in-between, at 

the full elevation of the Precious Blood. 

(The bells are rung three times in honor of the Trinity; bells rung three 

distinct times for the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.) 

Note: there are NO BELLS any time during the Season of Lent, so S1 kneels with the other Servers at the 

pew. 

ALL 

Because the elevation of the Body and Blood of Jesus are solemn times, (the bread and wine we offered 

just before has now become the real BODY and BLOOD of our God, Jesus Christ), make a profound bow to 

the Body and the Precious Blood when Father genuflects after he elevates the Host and Chalice.  THIS IS 

THE MOST REVERANT PART OF THE MASS as our Lord Jesus Christ is now present- body, blood, soul and 

divinity - at the altar  

ALL 

After the Eucharistic Prayers, all servers will sing the Great Amen.  S1 will proceed back to the Server seats.  

All servers will then stand for the Lord’s Prayer. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

ALL 

Proper standing prayer posture, clear, distinct voice.  Be “present” in the prayer. 

Sign of Peace 

ALL 

Offer each other and those around you a sign of peace. 

Breaking of the Bread 

ALL 

After singing the Lamb of God, be ready to proceed to the base of the Sanctuary to receive Communion.  

Communion 

ALL 

Receive communion from Father or the Sacristan.  Proceed back to your seat and stand in prayer in prayer 

posture. Join the congregation in singing communion songs if you like, or silently pray on your own. 

S2 

After S2 has received communion, they should retrieve the cruet of water from the credence table and, 

using the black steps in front of Father’s chair, place the cruet on the altar next to the Primary Vessels and 

then retrieve the Roman Missal from the Altar and place it back on the small book table located next to 

the Server pew.  Please note that you will be moving amongst the Eucharistic Ministers actively passing 

out the Holy Eucharist, so please do so politely and reverently. 
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AFTER THE FAITHFUL HAVE RECEIVED COMMUNION  

S3 

After communion, Father will begin to place all of the unconsumed Holy Eucharist into the ciborium so it 

can be placed into the tabernacle.  Once you notice that Father is doing this, retrieve your candle and wait 

at the base of the altar, facing the altar, as noted below.  Once Father gives the Sacristan the ciborium, 

they will elevate it in reverence and start down the altar steps.  You will then lead them to the tabernacle 

using a medium, reverent speed.  Stand next to the tabernacle until the Sacristan has placed the ciborium 

into it and then proceed down the side of the worship space, place your candle back on the credence table 

and return to your seat.  

 

 

ACOLYTE 

Acolytes assist with the purification.  This Rubric is described separately in the Acolyte training. 
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Prayer after Communion 

S2 

Be ready for Father to say, “Let us pray”.  

When Father says, ”Let us pray”, S2 will proceed directly in front 

of Father, open the Roman Missal or Liturgical Binder (“Prayer 

After Communion” tab) and hold it high along the bottom. 

• Hold the book open so Father can read the prayer,  

• Keep the pages flat, and fingers out of the text. 

• Stand still (not swaying) while Father is reading. 

When Father is finished with the prayer, and the congregation responds, “Amen”, close the book, and 

return it to the table next to the Server’s seat and join your team standing. 

CONCLUDING RITE 

Greeting 

S1 

When Father says, “The Lord be with you…” immediately proceed to the Shrine of Mary and retrieve the 

processional crucifix and return to stand next to the Presider’s credence table. 

Blessing 

ALL 

Be ready to form the recessional line as Father is saying, “May almighty God bless you in the name of….” 
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Dismissal 

ALL 

After Father or the Deacon says, “The Mass is ended…”, and the music starts to play proceed to the base of 

the sanctuary.  S1, carrying the processional crucifix, will lead with S2 and S3 following.  Line up facing the 

altar like this:  

 

END OF MASS 
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FOR MASSES WITH 2 SERVERS:  S1 AND S2 

 

S1 

• Ensure additional procession candle is lit and on the Presider’s credence table prior to Mass; you 

will use this during the Gospel procession. 

• Assist S2 during the Gospel procession. 

S2 

• Will be assisted by S1 during Gospel procession 

• Will receive the Eucharistic gifts alone.  Father will typically hold the hosts and give you the flagon 

of wine.  Go to your assigned position as you normally would. 

 

FOR MASSES WITH 1 SERVER: S1 

 

• No procession candles 

• No Gospel procession 

• All other S2/S3 duties will be performed by S1 (sets the altar, receives the gifts, etc). 

 

AFTER MASS 

• At the end of Mass, retrieve the lucifer from the usher’s closet. Use it to extinguish the candles 

from the left side of the altar first, ending with the paschal candle if lit. 

• Please hang up your alb / cincture neatly according to the size markers; Please follow the posted 

checklist in the Server vestry 

• Thank You for serving! 
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ALTAR SERVER’S PRAYER AFTER MASS 

O Lord, Jesus Christ, Eternal High Priest, I thank You for the 

privilege of having served at the holy altar of your Sacrifice. 

Now, as I put aside the garments of that service, I ask that I may 

at all times think of You. May I ever seek You and find You; May I 

always follow You; may your priestly spirit be in my heart and 

Your Holy Name on my lips; and to your praise and glory may 

every work of mine be done. 

Ever ready in your service, may I always know and do your will in 

all things and, by your grace, persevere unto the end. 

 

Amen. 
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THE SANCTUARY 

The Sanctuary is the space in the center of the church within which most of the action of the Mass takes 

place. The word means “holy place.” It is set apart from the rest of the church by being slightly elevated. 

There are many things in the sanctuary with which you should be familiar. 

Our Sanctuary at St. Joseph: 

 

MAIN ALTAR 

This is the large, high table located in the middle of 

our sanctuary. Most of the action of the Liturgy of 

the Eucharist takes place on the main altar. In 

ancient times, the altar was the place where a 

sacrifice was offered to God; therefore it is at the 

altar where the sacrifice of the Mass takes place. 

Our Main altar at St. Joseph:  
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AMBO (PULPIT/LECTERN) 

This is the place from which the sacred readings and homily are given. Most of the action of the Liturgy of 

the Word takes place at the Ambo. It is the special place set aside for Sacred Scripture. 

Our Ambo at St. Joseph: 
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TABERNACLE AND VIGIL LIGHT 

While not physically located with the altar, the tabernacle is considered part of the Sanctuary and is the 

most Holy place in the Church.  The tabernacle is the ornate place where the Eucharist is reserved, and is 

kept locked with the tabernacle key.  If the entire Church is “God’s House”, then the tabernacle is “Jesus’s 

Room”. Hosts are taken from and returned to the tabernacle at Communion time.  The vigil light is a candle 

in a glass holder that is lit when the Blessed Sacrament is present within the tabernacle. Proper reverence 

by genuflection is to be given to the tabernacle at all times. 

Our tabernacle and Vigil Light at St. Joseph: 
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CANDLES AND CANDLE LIGHTER 

There are four candles at each corner of the octagon framing the main altar.  There are two candles at each 

corner of the ambo. These candles are to be lit before Mass by the Server 1, but responsibility can be 

assigned to other Servers as needed.  

Our Candles and Candle Lighter at St. Joseph: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRUETS, BOWL AND FINGER TOWEL 

The cruets (the pitcher-like vessels containing the water and the wine), the bowl and the finger towel are to 

be used during the Preparation of the gifts. These will be kept on the Presider’s credence table. 

Our Cruets Bowl and Finger Towel at St. Joseph: 
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BELLS 

The bells are to be rung at the epiclesis and the consecration during the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Our bells 

are kept near the kneeling cushion of the Server #1, whose duty it is to handle the bells. 

Our Bells at St. Joseph: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL CROSS 

This is the crucifix mounted on a long pole that is carried at the head of the entrance procession and when 

bringing up the gifts. Our cross is kept in a stand at the back of the church by the Usher’s Credence table 

before and after mass, and is kept in a stand by the statue of Mary during mass.  

Our Processional Cross at St. Joseph:  
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PASCHAL CANDLE 

The paschal candle, used during mass from the Easter Vigil through Pentecost and during baptisms, is 
placed at the center forefront of the Baptismal Font. If instructed to light this candle by the Acolyte or 
Sacristan, it should be lit before any other candles in the church before Mass and extinguished last after 

Mass. 

Our paschal candle at St. Joseph: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CREDENCE TABLES 

Small wooden table next to Father’s Presider’s Chair for the purpose of holding the cruets, bowl, chalice, 

and other items required for the celebration of Mass. 

Our credence table at St. Joseph: 

 

 
  



 

St. Joseph Catholic Church | Compendium 37 

 

PRESIDER’S CHAIR  

The Chair which Priests lead the prayers and rites of the church.  The adjacent chairs are for deacons or 

concelebrants. 

Our at Presider’s Chair at St. Joseph: 
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THE BOOKS OF MASS 

There are special books used during the liturgy. You should be familiar with each one, and where it is kept: 

ROMAN MISSAL 

This is a large book that contains all the words Father uses during Mass, except the 

readings, hymns and homilies. The Roman Missal is kept on the table next to the 

Server’s seat 

 

 

 

 

 

LITURGICAL BINDER 

This binder contains prayers from the Sacramentary needed by Father when he is 

at his chair. This binder is kept on the table next to the Server’s seat  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY 

This book contains all the sacred Scripture readings for Mass. 

It is usually at the ambo before mass. 
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BOOK OF THE GOSPELS 

This book contains the Gospel readings. It is usually carried in the entrance 

procession by the deacon or lector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK OF RITES (THE ROMAN RITUAL) 

This book is used for the celebration of sacraments. Sometimes each rite has its 

own special book: for example, the Rite of Marriage or the Funeral Rites. The 

Priest will advise when to use it and typically will have S2, as the book bearer, 

assist with holding this book during specific times during the rite. 

 

 

 

 

HYMNAL 

This book contains the hymns and psalms for Mass. This book should be 

available at your seat so that you may sing during mass. 
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THE MINISTERS AT MASS 

It takes quite a few people to celebrate Mass well. “To minister” means “to serve.” All of these people 

serve the parish and help the congregation at Mass to worship. 

PRIEST CELEBRANT 

The Priest presides over the celebration of Mass.  Sometimes, at what is called a concelebrated Mass, 

there may be more than one Priest.  But the one who presides is the one who you should be most 

concerned about.  Mostly, your job is to help him. 

DEACON 

When present, the deacon usually proclaims the Gospel, preaches, prepares the gifts for Eucharist, helps 

to distribute Communion, and gives direction to the people. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

You and what this manual is about. 

LECTOR 

The person(s) who read(s) the first two readings. 

CANTOR 

The person who leads the hymns, acclamations, and the responsorial psalms. 

USHERS 

These people greet the community as they arrive for Mass, take up the collection(s), keep communion 

lines orderly, and distribute the bulletins after Mass. 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

These ministers assist with distribution of Communion. 
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SACRISTAN 

This person who is in charge of ensuring all of the other ministries are in order and everything is in its place 

before, during and after Mass.  You will be asked to assist in these duties.  If you have any questions about 

the Mass or unsure or anything within your team, seek out the Sacristan for assistance. 

CHOIR MEMBERS AND MUSICIANS 

These people sing and play the various instruments that accompany the music for the Mass. 
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EXPLANATION OF VESTMENTS 

Vestments are special garments worn by the clergy at the celebration of the Mass, administration of the 

sacraments, in procession, when giving blessings, and in general whenever exercising their official Priestly 

duties. 

THE AMICE 

The amice is a rectangular cloth with straps used to cover Father’s collar. It 

represents being mentally prepared. The Priest places it for a moment on his 

head, and then allows it to rest upon his shoulders. As he does so he prays: 

“Place, O Lord, on my head the helmet of salvation, that so I may resist the 

assaults of the devil.” 

 

History: Originally a covering for the head and neck worn like a hood, when 

indoors, it was lowered and thrown over the shoulders. It symbolizes the linen 

cloth that the soldiers put over Our Lord’s Sacred Head; when thus blindfolded, 

He was mockingly asked who struck Him. For Father it is the Helmet of Salvation [cf. Eph. VI, 17]. 
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THE ALB 

The alb is a long cloth robe reaching to the 

feet used to cover Father’s clothing and 

body. It represents Baptism. The vesting 

prayer is: “Make me white, O Lord, and 

cleanse my heart; that being made white 

in the Blood of the Lamb I may deserve an 

eternal reward.” 

History: The alb, or tunic, was worn in 

ancient times by all who enjoyed any 

dignity.  It recalls for us the garment with 

which Herod clothed Our Lord, and signifies the purity of conscience 

demanded of God’s Priests. 

 

THE CINCTURE 

The cincture, or girdle, is a cord fastened 

about the waist to confine the alb and hold 

everything in place. It represents Purity.  The 

vesting prayer is: “Gird me, O Lord, with the 

cincture of purity, and quench in my heart 

the fire of concupiscence, that the virtue of 

continence and chastity may abide in me.” 

History: Walking and active exertion made it 

necessary for one to gird up a long garment 

like the alb. Hence the cincture was an essential article of dress. We think of the cord that bound Our Lord 

to the pillar when He was being scourged. It further symbolizes modesty, and also readiness for hard work 

in God’s service. 
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THE STOLE 

The stole is a long narrow strip in the liturgical color and is used to identify the 

person a bishop, Priest or deacon. It represents the power Father has by virtue of 

ordination. It has a cross sewn in the middle and Father kisses the middle cross 

and places the stole upon his neck. Deacons wear it over one shoulder.  The 

vesting prayer is: “Restore to me, O Lord, the state of immortality which I lost 

through the sin of my first parents and, although unworthy to approach Thy 

Sacred Mysteries, may I deserve nevertheless eternal joy.” 

History: A kind of neck-piece or kerchief, the stole was a part of the dress of the 

upper classes. The stole is a mark of sacramental authority and the power of 

Orders. As such, it is also used outside the Mass whenever this power is used (in the sacrament of 

Penance, when giving blessings in a more solemn fashion, when handling the Eucharist, in the 

administration of other sacraments, etc.).   Worn as it is over the shoulders, it reminds us of the cross Our 

Lord carried, and of the yoke of Christ; Father’s burden is a heavy one, which Christ nevertheless makes 

sweet. 
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THE CHASUBLE 

The chasuble is the outer and chief vestment of Father. Its name means, 

“little house” and it represents the overshadowing power of Christ. It is 

exclusively reserved to Father. The vesting prayer is: "O Lord, Who has said, 

‘My yoke is sweet and My burden light,’ grant that I may so carry it as to 

merit Thy grace.” 

History: Imagine a large circular cloth with a hole cut in the center for the 

head. This will help one to visualize the ancient chasuble, which was an 

immense cloak which went over the head and completely enveloped the 

body. When it was necessary to use the hands, the garment had to be folded 

up on each side over the arms. Because of its inconvenience (for two assistants were needed to 

manipulate it), the vestment was gradually cut and altered until it now has its present shape. It is usually 

ornamented on the back, and sometimes on the front of the garment. We occasionally see chasubles 

made in the Gothic or Mediaeval style. These are more ample, and drape over the shoulders down to the 

wrists. The cross on such chasubles has the shape of the letter ‘Y’, the top arms of which extend over the 

shoulders towards the front. It makes us think of the purple cloak worn by Our Lord when He stood before 

Pilate. This ample garment is an emblem of charity.  The ordaining bishop gives it to the new Priest, saying: 

“Receive Priestly garment, for the Lord is Powerful to increase in you love and perfection.” 
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THE CASSOCK 

The Cassock is the principal vestment used by 

members of the clergy.  It is a robe reaching 

down to the feet, and normally has 33 buttons 

(representing Christ’s earthly years). 

For Priests it is black; for bishops, violet; for 

cardinals, red; and for the Pope white. 

 

 

 

THE SURPLICE 

The Surplice is a smaller version of the alb, 

without a cincture, and is occasionally 

embroidered at hem and sleeves.  It is a liturgical 

garment worn by all, clergy to Altar Servers, 

during processions, and when administering the 

sacraments. Like the alb it represents the 

garment given to each of us at our baptism. 

 

 

 

 

THE COPE 

The cope is a cloak, opened in the front and 

fastened at the breast with a band or clasp, and is 

used for benediction, processions, and other 

occasions outside of Mass. It represents the 

Royalty of Christ, and is reserved for the most 

special occasions. 
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THE HUMERAL VEIL  

The Humeral Veil is a long, wide rectangular 

fringed cloth that is often ornamented in the 

middle. 

It is worn by Father or deacon when carrying 

the Blessed Sacrament in procession or giving 

benediction.  Its purpose is to keep people 

from being distracted by the hands and arms of Father/deacon by 

covering them entirely, freeing the people to just focus on the 

Eucharist.   It is worn around the shoulders like a shawl. 
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SACRED VESSELS AND OTHER ITEMS OF MASS 

 
All altar vessels are called sacred, since they have been set apart for a distinctive role in worship. 

Here are some sacred vessels and other items used during Mass with which you should be 

familiar: 

CHALICE 

Chalice is Latin meaning “cup.” This is a consecrated cup made of gold or silver, 

and if silver, the interior must be of gold. It holds the wine for the Holy Sacrifice, 

and is a striking figure of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

PATEN 

Paten is Latin meaning “plate.” This is a plate of gold or silver 

upon which the large bread for consecration rests. 

 

 

 

 

CIBORIUM 

The ciborium is a vessel which contains the small Hosts used for the Communion of 

the faithful. It can look like a chalice with a large top and cover or a large bowl with 

a cover. 

 

 

 

 
  



 

St. Joseph Catholic Church | Compendium 49 

 

PYX 

The pyx is a smaller vessel in which the Sacred Host is either preserved or carried.  A pyx 

should have a hinged lid and a small carrying pouch called a “bursa.” It is often used for 

carrying the Blessed Sacrament to the sick. 

 

COMMUNION BOWLS 

These are bowls used at Communion when people receive the Body of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION CUPS 

These are chalice-like vessels used at Communion when people receive the most 

Precious Blood. 
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LUNA OR LUNETTE 

This is a circular receptacle, usually with glass sides, placed into a monstrance to 

show the Sacred Host. 

 

 

MONSTRANCE 

The monstrance is a metal vessel, usually gold or silver-plated, with a transparent 

section in which the Blessed Sacrament is carried in procession or exposed for 

Adoration 

 

 

 

 

PURIFICATOR 

This is a cloth used for wiping the chalice, and the fingers and mouth of 

the celebrant after Communion. It is spread over the cup of the chalice 

and under the paten at the beginning and end of Mass. 

 

 

 

CORPORAL 

The Corporal is a square piece of cloth. In size and appearance it 

resembles a small napkin. It is spread out on the altar, and the chalice is 

placed upon it. Its purpose is to ensure that any small particles or crumbs 

from the Sacred Host can be cleaned easily. 
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ASPERSORY AND ASPERGILLUM 

The Aspersory is a container for holding holy water. The Aspergillum, the holy 

water sprinkler, is a stick-shaped implement with holes in it to dip into the 

Aspersory and catch the holy water for sprinkling the people and things 

 

 

 

AMBRY – CONTAINING THE HOLY OILS 

There are three kinds of sacred oils, all of which signify the work of the Holy Spirit 

and symbolize it in that oil "serves to sweeten, to strengthen, to render supple"  

The three holy oils are:  

The Oil of Catechumens  used in Baptism along with water, in the consecration of 

churches, in the blessing of altars, in the ordination of priests, and, sometimes, in 

the crowning of Catholic kings and queens.  

The Holy Chrism - which is olive oil mixed with a small amount of balm or balsam. 

It is used in Confirmation, Baptism, in the consecration of a Bishop, the 

consecration of a various things such as churches, chalices, patens, and bells.  

The Oil of the Sick - which is used in Unction  

The blessing of oils is performed by the Bishop of each diocese on Maundy Thursday ("Holy Thursday") in 

the diocese's cathedral during a "Chrism Mass." The oils are kept in metal or glass bottles called 

"chrismatories," "chrismals," or "ampullae." These vessels are then stored in a cabinet called an "ambry," 

which is usually fixed to the wall of the sanctuary. Priests also have a portable "oilstock" which has a 

section for each of the three holy oils. Lay people are not to handle the holy oils, even to carry them, 

except in emergencies or when directed to by the Priest. 

THURIBLE & INCENSE BOAT 

The thurible is a metal vessel in the shape of a vase or cup, with cover 

suspended by chains. It is used for burning incense.  The incense boat is a 

small metal container that holds the incense to be placed into the thurible.  

The boat has a cover and a spoon.  Usually shaped like a boat, it is a symbol 

of the Church, the ark of Peter.   
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POSTURES AT MASS 

Posture is how you are using the parts of your body at a particular time. An altar Server has to carry out a 

number of different actions at mass, and so there are a number of different postures. Know what you are 

to do while serving, and when you are to do it. Always do things smoothly. If you make a mistake, never 

get flustered – correct if possible and move on. 

HANDS 

Unless you are sitting down or carrying something (like a candle), 

your hands should be kept joined in front of your chest; either 

locked together, or palm-to-palm, fingers pointing upward. Keep 

your hands high up on your chest. If you are carrying something 

in one hand hold the other hand flat on your chest. 

 

 

BOWING 

When you bow to someone or something at mass, it should be a smooth forward inclining of your head 

and shoulders. Never walk and bow at the same time: stop before bowing.  There are two types of bowing, 

the bow of the head and the bow of the body as described below: 

BOW 

This bow is a slow nod of the head, made when: 

▪ The name of Jesus is mentioned 

▪ Leaving Father after an action (i.e. water and wine etc) 

PROFOUND BOW 

This bow is made from the waist with hands folded.  It should be made slowly and reverently when: 

▪ Crossing the altar if the Blessed Sacrament is not present 

▪ When Father genuflects after the elevation during consecration 

▪ During the Creed at the words “by the power of the Holy Spirit, He was born of the Virgin Mary 

and became man.” 
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GENUFLECTING 

When you genuflect, keep your hands in front of your chest while you go down on your right knee. Keep 

your body straight, bow your head briefly, and rise to the standing position.  Be sure that your cassock/alb 

does not trip you on the way down or up. 

AS A RULE, IF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT IS REPOSED IN THE TABERNACLE, A GENUFLECTION IS MADE 

BEFORE AND AFTER MASS, AND OUTSIDE OF MASS WHENEVER PASSING IN FRONT OF THE 

TABERNACLE. EXCEPTION: ANYONE CARRYING SOMETHING IN THE PROCESSION SUCH AS THE 

CROSS-BEARER OR CANDLE BEARERS. 

WALKING 

Always walk with your back straight and your head held straight and high.  The pace should not be rushed 

but deliberate.  The cross-bearer always sets the pace in processions. When walking in pairs, act in unison, 

remember you are a team. 

KNEELING 

When you kneel, your body should be upright and your hands should be in front of 

your chest, well above your waist.  

 
 
 
 

STANDING 

Always stand up straight with both feet firmly on the floor six to eight inches apart. This will give you 

balance and comfort at the same time. Do not lean against the furniture or against the walls. 

SITTING 

Sit down on your chair carefully and gracefully. Once you are seated, sit tall and do not slouch. Place both 

feet firmly on the floor.  Place your hands on your lap or flat on your thighs in a relaxed manner. 

EYES 

During Mass always look towards the place where the action is happening: the celebrant’s chair, the ambo 

or the altar. When a reader is reading the scriptures, you should be looking at the reader. Keep your 

attention on the presider in case he is need of your assistance. 
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PRAYERS TO KNOW 

You are already familiar with most of the prayers at Mass from having attended Mass for such a long time.  

The important thing to remember is that prayers are never mumbled.  They are said clear and in a 

conversational tone and, most importantly, you should be “present” in the prayer.  This means truly 

believing the words, knowing what they mean and truly talking to God. 

Here are some longer prayers that you should know accurately and well to say or sing during Mass. 

CONFITEOR 

After Father introduces the rite, one of three forms may be used.  One of them is known as the Confiteor, 

which you will need to know: 

I confess to almighty God, 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 

in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done, 

and in what I have failed to do 

(Servers may strike their breast with closed right hand) 

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary 

ever-Virgin,  

all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord, Our God. 
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GLORIA 

The Gloria is sung or said on Sundays, outside of Advent and Lent and on solemnities and feast 

days: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of goodwill.  We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God heavenly King,  

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 

On Sundays and Solemnities the Nicene Creed is recited: 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 

invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with 

the Father; through Him all things were made. For us men and for 

our salvation He came down from heaven, 

(All bow during the next two lines) 

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, He suffered death and was buried, and rose 

again on the third day in accordance with the scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.  I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

After Father washes his hands…. 

Priest  Pray brethren, that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

All Respond May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and the glory of His name, for our 

good and the good of all His Church. 

Priest  The Lord be with you 

All  And also with your spirit. 

Priest  Lift up your hearts 

All  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord, Our God. 

All  It is right and just. 

SANCTUS 

After the preface, we sing or say the Sanctus: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS 

After the consecration, Fathers, sings or says, “Let us proclaim, the mystery of faith” 

The response with one of the memorial acclamations: 

(A) We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come 

again. 

(B) When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you 

come again. 

(C) Save us, Savior of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

The Priest introduces the Our Father. 

Our Father, 

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

Priest   “Deliver us Lord…” 

All  For the kingdom, the power, the glory are yours, Now and forever. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us your peace. 

Priest Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

All Lord, I am not worthy 
 that you should enter under my roof, 
 but only say the word 
 and my soul shall be healed.  
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LITURGICAL COLORS 

The liturgical seasons are there to help us change, grow and become more mature as followers of Jesus 
Christ. One of the clearest signs of these seasons is the changing liturgical colors.  With each change of 
seasons, the Church changes the color of vestments as a visible sign of our need to change and grow. 

WHITE OR GOLD 

The symbol of Celebration and triumph, purity and innocence.  It is used on all feasts of the 

joyful and glorious mysteries of our Lord's life (e.g. Christmas and Easter), on the feast of 

our Blessed Mother, on the feasts of angels and of all saints who were not martyrs. 

White/Gold can always be worn since every mass is a celebration of Christ’s Resurrection, 

and is often worn at funerals to celebrate the life of the deceased and pray for their 

triumphal acceptance into heaven. 

RED 

The symbol of Sacrifice because it is the color of blood, is used on all feasts of our Lord's 

Cross and Passion, on the feasts of the Apostles and of all martyrs. It is also a symbol of the 

Holy Spirit when it is used on Pentecost and in Masses of the Holy Spirit, in memory of the 

tongues of fire of the First Pentecost. 

 

PURPLE 

The symbol of Penance and Waiting, it is used during the penitential seasons of Advent and 

Lent, and on days of fast. It reminds us of preparation. It also may be worn during funerals as 

an alternative dark color, to show mourning and the preparation of the dead/ 

 

ROSE 

The symbol of Subdued Joy that half a penitential season is over, is authorized only on the 

Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) and on the Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) 

as an alternative to violet. 
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GREEN 

The symbol of Hope and Growth, Green is the color of budding and living vegetation.   It is 

used during Ordinary Time, to show that our common state is one of growing in our 

relationship with God, longing and hoping for eternal life. 

 

BLACK 

The symbol of Mourning and Death, it may be used in funerals or a day commemorating the 

dead or great loss of life, like All Soul’s Day. It is rarely used. 

 

 

 

 

 


